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First Presbyterian Church 
presents a 

Concert Series Inaugural Event 

A Hymn Festival 

led by Michael Burkhardt 

Sunday, February 14th, 4 PM 

In our Sanctuary 

Featuring 

Dona Ana Youth Choir 

NMSU University Singers and Instrumentalists 

Community Festival Choir 

Dr. Michael Burkhardt is an internationally renowned organist, composer and 

choral clinician, especially admired for his creative hymn improvisations and his 

work with children. 

Additional sponsors: 

NMSU Music Department 

Las Cruces Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 

Suggested donation $5.00 

For more information call 575-523-6751 

+ + + + + + 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, February 28th following Worship 

Our Youth will be serving an enchilada dinner 

as a mission trip fundraiser. 
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Internationally known for his innovative and inspiring 

hymn festivals and for his creative work with children, 

Michael Burkhardt is in frequent demand as a choral 

clinician, organ recitalist, and hymn festival leader. 

From 2001-2007 he served on the faculty of Carthage 

College (ELCA) in Kenosha, WI, as Director of Choral 

Activities, College Organist, and Artist in Residence.  

Prior to his appointment at Carthage, he was a Faculty 

Associate in organ at Arizona State University, Tempe, 

AZ.  In addition, he served Christ College Irvine 

(LCMS), Irvine, CA, as College Organist and head of 

studies in church music and music education, as well as 

Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN, and Trinity Seminary, 

Columbus, OH, as Guest Lecturer in their Master of 

Sacred Music programs.  He is currently Director of 

Worship and the Arts at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Livonia, Michigan, and Interim 

Artistic Director of the Detroit Handbell Ensemble. 

Dr. Burkhardt is a graduate of Carthage College, Kenosha, WI.  He earned his M.M. 

degree from Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX, and his D.M.A. degree from 

Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ.   

He has performed and led seminars at both national and regional events for the American 

Guild of Organists, the Hymn Society, the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians, 

the Presbyterian Association of Musicians, the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music 

and Worship Arts, and the American Choral Directors Association.  He made his 

symphonic hall debut in 1999, leading a Lutheran Hymn Festival as organist-conductor at 

the Meyerson Symphony Hall in Dallas, TX.  In the Fall of 2003 he toured in South 

Korea, presenting hymn festival-organ recitals and service playing-improvisation 

seminars.  He returned to South Korea in May of 2007 and in October of 2008 to perform 

and teach at Yonsei, Mokwon, and Seoul Theological Universities.  In May of 2010 he 

Dr. Michael Burkhardt 
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will travel to Singapore to teach at the Methodist Conservatory of Music and lead a hymn 

festival in celebration of the 125
th

 anniversary of the Methodist Church in Singapore. 

Dr. Burkhardt is author of Part-Singing Global Style, a resource focusing on sequential 

part-singing techniques in treble arrangements of global pieces, and author of Singing 

with Understanding, a curriculum utilizing the great hymns, folksongs and spirituals of 

the Church to share faith stories and to teach the elements of music and worship.  He is 

composer of two settings of the Eucharistic liturgy, A New Song and Missa St. Andrew, as 

well as numerous organ improvisations, choral octavos and handbell compositions, 

available through MorningStar Music Publishers of St. Louis, MO. 

+ + + + + + 

I Wonder, What if… 

I Wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phones? 

What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets? 

What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it? 

What if we flipped through it several times a day? 

What if we used it to receive messages? 

What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it? 

What if we gave it to kids as gifts? 

What if we used it as we traveled? 

What if we used it in case of an emergency? 

 What if we upgraded it to get the latest version? 

This is something to make you go …hmmm…where is my bible? 

Oh, and one more thing.  Unlike our cell phones, we don’t ever have to worry about 
our bible being disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill! 
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Great Volunteer Openings at Salt & Light now! 

We offer excellent benefits! 

2:45pm-3:45pm Movie Time Helpers 

Pre-K through Elementary 

We are looking for people to come 

help us with the children weekly. 

Teacher Helper 4:15pm to 5:35pm 

for Older Elementary Recreation & Bible Class 

>>Teacher Helper 4:55pm to 6:10pm<< 

for Younger Elementary Recreation & Bible Class 

Please call Michelle, or Linda, at the church office 526-5559, 

As Soon As Possible, if you can help on Wednesdays! 

+ + + + + + 

Save the Date, Mark Your Calendar, Block it Out, and Be There! 

2010 Vacation Bible School is June 14-18th (Monday thru Friday) 

Theme to be announced! 

Fun to be expected! 

+ + + + + + 

Want to see more of FPC activities?  Check out our Facebook page at: 

 http://www.facebook.com/pages/Las-Cruces-NM/First-
Presbyterian-Church-Las-Cruces-NM/273381375466?ref=ts. 
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THERE'S STILL TIME TO GET YOURS!! 

First Presbyterian Church 

Annual Super Bowl Sub Sandwich Sale on February 7, 2010 

 

It’s not too late, we are still taking Sub 

Sandwich orders for Super Bowl Sunday 

If you forgot to place an order, just call the church office at 526-5559 and 

we will be happy to take your order.  

Choices are:  _____Ham,  ____ Turkey,  _____ Salami,  _____Veggie,  

_____Ham & Turkey,  _____ Combo (Ham, Turkey & Salami) 

Call us and let us know what kind of Sub you prefer and how many and 

then you can pick them up after Worship on Sunday.  

All Proceeds of this Sub Sale will go towards the summer mission trip. 

Thank you for supporting the High School Youth Ministry. 
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Bakers Needed! 

We are looking for dozens of yummy No-Nut cookies 

to serve at the Feb 17th Ash Wednesday Dinner at Salt & Light! 

Please contact Michelle Osborne at fpcmichelleo@agavue.com 

or 526-5559, by Feb 10th, if you would like to join in the fun! 

+ + + + + + 

Attention Parents & Adults: 

These are Muddy Times! 

As most of you are aware, Buildings & Grounds is in the middle of a 
project to grow grass in the church courtyard.  This area is extremely 
muddy, and attractive to our children, after church and at Salt & Light. 

We would like to encourage you to tell your children to please keep off 
of the courtyard, or it will create more cleaning issues for our church 
buildings, your vehicles, and your children. 

At Salt & Light, we are holding our Recreation and Play times in the 
areas outside of the courtyard and in the fenced in play-yard. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

“And, I also promise not to play in the mud, no matter how fun it looks…” 

Michelle Osborne, Salt & Light Program Coordinator. 

+ + + + + + 

 

mailto:fpcmichelleo@agavue.com
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View From the Pew 

by Ann M. Velia 

Afraid to do good? 
    The wicked flee when no one is pursuing, but the righteous are as 

bold as a lion. - Proverbs 28:1, New American Standard Bible. 
  

    Acts 10:38 says that Jesus of Nazareth "went about doing good." Some wag 

has noted that many of us are content simply with "going about." 

    Complacency is not the only problem, however. Nasty little fears hinder us 

from sacrificing to ease another's burden; from correcting a brother who's 

heading for disappointment or disaster; or from sharing our faith with 

unbelievers. 

    Opportunities to do good almost always interfere with our schedules, our 

budgets, the peace in our personal world. We fear that anything we give away 

will diminish our own supply. 

    Then there's dread of negative outcomes: the ones we benefit will take 

advantage of us. Their ingratitude will make us regret our kindness. We'll reward 

bad  behavior if we rescue someone from the consequences of his own folly. 

    As for "caring enough to confront," that's bound to cause hurt feelings. We'll 

be accused of being judgmental. And of course our advice will be rejected. 

    If we share our spiritual experiences or excitement with those outside the 

faith, we'll face ridicule, censure, or even persecution. The Lord Who went about 

doing good was put death by the people He loved. 

    Doing good may be more dangerous than doing evil! 
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    Our good works may indeed be misunderstood and opposed by a dark world. 

Yet, missing our opportunities robs God of the glory He could receive. Matthew 

5:16 says, Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

    Doing good can hardly rob us, since God is the Source of all goodness. We are 

just the conduits. 

    But there's definitely something in it for us: Luke 6:30, 35 says, Give to 

everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not 

demand it back....love your enemies and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 

return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for 

He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men. 

+ + + + + + 

Pennies for Elementary ñ2 Cents A Mealò Program at Salt & Light! 

If you would like to donate your unused piles, jars, or ashtrays of pennies, 

please bring them to the church office! 

This semester, the elementary children in Bible Class are placing 

2 pennies in their boxes for each meal at Salt & Light, 

to help the hungry in Las Cruces. 

You can join in by helping them add to their boxes! 

This is not to be confused with the “One Great Hour of Sharing” fish banks 

the kids will take home on Ash Wednesday for Easter Sunday collection. 
 
 
 

+ + + + + + 
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IN BETWEENERS 

Mark your calendars now for Friday, February 26th 

Our own Mr. Bill Kuyper will present a program on 

"The New York Philharmonic, A Great Symphony Orchestra." 

Bill will be discussing the scope and operation of this world 

renowned orchestra where he was a member for 38 years. 

Please bring a light snack to pass. 

We will meet at 7:00 PM in Watkins Hall 

+ + + + + + 

Mental Health Family Education Course to be Offered 

NAMI-Doña Ana County will sponsor the NAMI Family-to-Family Education Program 

specifically for families of persons diagnosed with serious mental illness.  The 12-week 

series of classes will start in Las Cruces on Monday, February 8, from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. 

The course will cover information about schizophrenia, the mood disorders (bipolar 

disorder and major depression), panic disorder and obsessive compulsive disorder; 

coping skills such as handling crisis and relapse; basic information about medications; 

listening and communication techniques; problem-solving skills; recovery and 

rehabilitation; and self-care around worry and stress.  The curriculum has been written 

by an experienced family member mental health professional and the course will be 

taught by NAMI Doña Ana County family member volunteers who have taken intensive 

training as course instructors.  The co-teachers for the area will be Becky Beckett, Paul 

Berver, and Jewell Downs. 
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ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΗέ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ Becky Beckett, άLǘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜǎ 

basic psychoeducation and skill-training with emotional support, self-care and 

empowerment.  We hope families with relatives who have a serious mental illness will 

ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 

The course is designed specifically for parents, siblings, spouses, teen-age and adult 

children and significant others of persons with severe and persistent mental illness.  The 

course is not appropriate for individuals who themselves suffer from one of the major 

mental illnesses. 

The NAMI Family-to-Family Education Course is free.  For more information or to 

register, call Becky Beckett at 575/644-3623, Jewel Downs, 575/-541-6883) or contact 

the NAMI-DAC office at 575/373-0199. 

+ + + + + + 

Church Chuckles 

Printed in a church bulletin: 

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the 
Congregation would lend him their electric girdles for 
the pancake breakfast next Sunday 


