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Can You Please Help Us on Wednesdays at Salt & Light?
We have more positions to fill for the Spring Semester,
starting January 13"

Here is what we still need:

1 — Driver to pick up 2 children from Picacho Middle School at 3:40pm
1 — Helper for Bible Study Teacher of 3"-5" Grades 4:55pm- 5:35pm
2 — Alternate Table Parents
1 — Helper for Homework Time (Elem.) 2:50pm—3:45pm
2 — Cupcake Bakers on March 10" (#1) and April 7" (#1)

Snack Servers (weekly or rotating)

Please contact Michelle Osborne at 556-5559
or fpcmichelleo@agavue.com as soon as possible!
This will be a fantastic semester, so please come and be a part of it!!

++++++

Undecorating Christmas

Throughout the Advent time and for the twelve days of Christmas we
enjoyed the glorious decorations in our sanctuary. We thank Mariann
for the artistic talent that joyously added to our worship and the concerts.

o

Novak
Now it is time to pack the decorations away. Plan to come help. Decoration pack up
will be on Saturday, January 16, starting at 9:00 AM. There are lots of jobs so lots of

helpers can be used. Some banners can be packed away in a few minutes.

Some trees can be disassembled, boxed and taken to storage in 30 minutes.
There may be 3 few things that take 3 little longer, however we should be able to finish
by 11:00 AM with plenty of helpers.
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View From the Pew

by Ann M. Velia

Casting Call

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh (For the weapons
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of
strong holds;) casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ. - I1 Corinthians 10:3-5, King James Version.

January seems to me a natural time to deal with discards. Besides Christmas wrappings and
wilted evergreens, broken ornaments, holiday greeting cards, the last of the turkey and
fruitcake (maybe even the first of the fruitcake) -- I like to add magazines I've never gotten
around to reading, junk mail that somehow got into a holding pile, herbs and spices that have
lost their zing -- you know the sorts of things we need to wish goodbye and good riddance.

It's also a good time for "casting out" mental debris. The year we have just lived through
has tempted us to accumulate anxiety: fear of the unknown, lack of control, the sense that
everything we used to count on as unchanging /s changing. The theme verse talks about
casting down imaginations -- often the source of our anxieties -- and the thoughts that
diminish our knowledge of God's character and concern.

I Peter 5:6 tells us, Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.

Humbling ourselves acknowledges that we are not captains of our destiny, we are followers
of the Captain of our souls. It also gratefully affirms that He does care for us -- that nothing
has escaped His notice or His power to protect, everything ahead of us is already familiar
territory to Him, and change is "the name of His game."

Getting rid of noxious clutter frees usto be changed!
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Shepherds Who Pray

"Are you hurting? Pray. Do you feel great? Sing. Are you sick? Call the

church leaders together to pray and anoint you with oil in the name of
the Master. The prayer of a person living right with God is
something powerful to be reckoned with. My dear friends, if you
know people who have wandered off from God's truth, don't write them off. Go
after them. Get them back and you will have rescued precious lives from

destruction and prevented an epidemic of wandering away from God." {James
5:13..20, The Message}

The Apostle Paul ends all of his letters by always sending specific greetings to particular
Christians by name. The essence of Christianity is about relationships, our relationship with
God and our relationships with each other. We exist as a church to be the body of Christ,
which is to build healthy and healing relationships as we pray and serve in Christ's name.

In a church this size, it's really not possible to know everyone well. Tragically, too often people
can slip through the cracks without anyone even noticing that they are gone. In their
ordination vows, each deacon and each elder promises that they will, "seek to serve the people
with energy, intelligence, imagination and love." Therefore your church leaders have initiated
a "shepherds program". All of the elders and all of the deacons have each been assigned a few
folks from within our church family to serve as their "shepherd". It's not a position to lord over
anybody, but as a servant to focus on their needs in particular just as Paul sent greetings to
particular Christians by name.

Your "shepherd" will pray for you regularly and will be in contact about four times a year, so
that our church can help meet your spiritual needs. You are of course welcome to contact your
"shepherd" or any church leader, including your pastor, anytime with questions, concerns or
comments. We want to be sure that everyone has some specific liaison to our church's
leadership. The purpose of this "shepherd's program" is to help our church be more
responsive and caring for all of our church family.
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Under this program, no one has told your "shepherd" exactly what to do, but rather each one

cares and contacts according to their own particular gifts and strengths. If you haven't heard
from your "shepherd" yet, or are not sure who your "shepherd" is, please call us at the church
office. We want to be sure that all are valued and loved, cared for and served, so that no one

slips through the cracks. "Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who have an undying
love for our Lord Jesus Christ." (Ephesians 6:23-24 NRSV)

++++++

AVANCE NEW MEXICO
Coffee & Program

JANUARY 16, at 9:30 A.M. in WATKINS HALL
(NOT10:30 as listed in the January Lantern)
EVERYONE IS INVITED

SPONSORED BY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
SPEAKERS: AVANCE N.M. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANTHONY TRUIJILLO
LINDA RUBALCAVA, AVANCE N.M. PROGRAM COORDINATOR
AVANCE COMES TO NEW MEXICO AND DONA ANA COUNTY
COME AND HEAR ABOUT THIS EXCELLENT PROGRAM WHICH HAS
PROVEN SO HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL IN NEIGHBORING STATES,
ITNEEDS AND WELCOMES YOUR HELP.

U Need more information? Read the article in the January Lantern that was sent out last week.
U Timeis 9:30 AM not 10:30 AM.




