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[ bring you good news of great joy!

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord

shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. | bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign
to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on

earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."

++++++

Christmas Eve Services

Come celebrate the coming of our Lord tonight, Christmas Eve.
At 4:00 PM, there will be a Service for Family and Children
featuring Choral and Handbell Music for intergenerational choirs
including the Childrens Choir singing Angel Echos. Then, at 7:00
PM, we will have a Service of Candlelight, Lessons & Carols with
Choral and Handbell choirs, and Instrumental Music.
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View From the Pew

by Ann M. Velia

Our Light Has Come!

Arise, shine, for your light has come. And the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you. - Isaiah 60:1, New American Standard Bible

| love the praise chorus that sings of the Light of the world stepping down into darkness....

Imagine what it meant to Him, to leave the glory of Heaven a nd enter the world of
ignorance, rebellion, unbelief, evildoing.

Do you suppose He experiences that same dreadful jolt each time He enters an
unregenerate human heart -- a similar place of deepest darkness?

But imagine what happens in that heart wh en Light penetrates. The scales of blindness
slowly burn away. And though the heart's first sight is likely to be its own great cavern of dark
guilt, vision is now possible. Light has come.

And as we turn toward that Light, a true miracle begins. Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 3:18,
But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Where are some places we newly-sighted people behold His glory?

In scripture:

* in the revelation of Christ's eternal existence as the Lamb who would take away the sins
of the world

*in the record of His miracles and His teachings

*in the depiction of His intimate love for the Father and His everlasting love for us
In our situations:

*in" divine appointments,” when our paths cross with another's and redemptive work takes
place

* in providential rescues from disaster

* In repet itive trials that signal a lesson not yet learned from a Teacher Who remains
faithful to His task of perfecting us
Or in answers to prayer:

* help provided in time of need

* wisdom given when we ask for it

* or in the loving denial of petitions that would hinder our transformation into "that same
image" -- which is now our glorious destiny!
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Youth Corner

First, | would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas. | pray that you have
not been so busy that you have not taken the time to realize what this
season is all about. Last week in youth group we looked at how Christ
fulfilled so many prophesies from the Old Testament, and talked about the
miracle of God becoming man and living among us. This last Sunday the
youth delivered Pans to needy families and it was nice to see the excitement
of the people receiving the gifts. The youth will also be setting up the
Luminaries and singing during the 4pm service on Christmas Eve. As we
come to Christmas, take time to read the Christmas story and realize how
wonderful that night was. God bless you and have a wonderful new year.

Mark Hellman
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Sunday School (Elementary - High School)

December 27th at 9:15am
Please join us for a
"Happy Birthday Jesus" Party!
Crafts and Cookie Decorating!

++++++

Stewardship Report from the Administration Committee

The congregation's financial contment to our churchsince Stewardship Sunday has
topped that of last year with over $341,000 in pledges from over 101 individuals. All of
the Ministry Teams on the Session are working to develop our 2010 Budget, but our
initial effortshave produced a budget has more expenditures than our projected

income. It will make our task much easier if you are considering pledging some financial
addzLILI2 NI G2 2dzNJ OKdzNOKSX odzi 2dzad KIF @Sy Qi
end of the yea If you are unable to make a pledge for 2010, we want you to know that
we value your support and look forward to receiving your contributions throughout

2010. God bless each and every one of you for your support to our church.

++++++

Organ Recital
NMSU music student Benjamin Creider will present a Senior Organ
Recital in our sanctuary on Wednesday, December 30, at 5:00 P. M.
The public is cordially invited.
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Choir Cantata
December 20th
"Gaudete"

Many thanks to our wonderful choir and their musical
accompanment all under the direction of David Klement.

Thank you also to everyone who helped make our Sanctuary so
beautiful for the Christmas season.
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Reminders for Parents and Youth
A Middle and High Shoolyouthwill meet at the church at:R0 PM on
Christmas Eve tassemble anget up luminaria
A Rehearsals for young people singing in thed® PM Christmas Eve
service will be held at...
o0 3:00 PMfor Middle and High School Youth
0 3:20 PM for PreK through Elementary

++++++

Congratulations

Carl and Bea Connor celebrated their 50th wedding anniversargn December 20th
with a renewal of their wedding vows. Best wishes from all of us for many more
wonderful years together.
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Eagle Scout Court of Honor
HonoringDylan AndersonandMark Dallago

®hi¥eveme

It is with pleasure thatdnnouncdy | an and Mar kdés a _h b
the highestank possible in Boy Scout¥.ou are cordially invited to honor ‘%
them at their Court of Honan Dec. 27, 46 p.m.,at First Presbyterian

Church in Las Crucedt is customary for Scouts to wear their uniforms. T

Dress is casual for neBcouts.

Respectfully,
Lon Anderson
Scoutmaster, Troop 62




