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Gaudete!

This Sunday, our Chancel Choir will help us usher in the season of
Christmas with a performance of 'Gaudete'. The title comes from
the first word of the Latin Mass for the third Sunday of Advent

and means 'Rejoice’. This moving Christmas carol cantata by 20th
century Swedish composer Anders Ohrwall was scored for
woodwind trio accompaniment. This promises to be a wonderful
experience as the faithful are  called to worship and hail with joy
"The Lord who is now nigh and close at hand".

++++++

Christmas Eve Services

Come celebrate the coming of our Lord this  Christmas Eve,
Thursday, December 24th. At 4:00 PM, there will be a Service for
Family and Children featuring Choral and Handbell Music for

interg enerational choirs including the Childrens Choir singing
Angel Ech os. Then, at 7:00 PM, we will have a Service of
Candlelight, Lessons & Carols with Choral and Handbell choirs,

and Instrumental Music .



http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07131b.htm
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View From the Pew
by Ann M. Velia

Open Wide the Doors!

Lift up your heads, O gates, And be lifted up O ancient doors, That the King of
glory may come in!

Who is the King of glory? the Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, O gates. And lift them up, O ancient doors, That the King of
glory may come in!

Who is this King of  glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah.
- Psalm 24:7 -10, New American Standard Bible

My favorite perennial reading is a little booklet called My Heart Christ's Homeby Robert
Boyd Munger (InterVarsity Press, copyright 1954 and 1986). The cover shows the front door
of a home -- wide open! -- with a welcome mat at the threshold.

The substance of Dr. Munger's writing, however, covers various rooms inside the house,
where a Visitor might not be so welcome. The study: where the homeowner would prefer to
keep some of his reading matter private; the workroom: well -equipped with tools and supplies,
yet showing scant production; and the hall closet: where a closed door con ceals the source of
an unsavory odor.

One way we might prepare for this holy season is to open all those private doors in our
hearts and allow the King of glory to come in. His purifying, healing Presence will help us
confront and deal with old resentm ents, emotional wounds, unforgiveness, and bitterness.

It would make for a very happy new year, indeed.

As a church body, we could enrich the new year by doing as Paul directed in Colossians
4:2-4:. Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving, praying
at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we
may speak forth the mystery of Christ...that | may make it clear in the way | ought to speak.

Let's pray for doors to open wide "for the word to be spoken” to Salt and Light participants,
to teens and young adults, to the faithful congregation -- and also to the prodigals, to
residents of the mission fields where we are represented, and to the people who haven't yet
been reached -- that the King of glory may come in!
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From the youth corner
This has been a busy exciting few weeks and things are even more
X ! - exciting this coming week. On Sunday, we will be havi ng our gift
3 '7 wrapping fundraiser. F  or those that need gifts wrapped , please bring
g them Sunday and we will be more than happy to wrap them for you.
Then next week the youth choir will be singing during the 4pm Christmas Eve
service. We pray that you have a joyous Christmas and that you are able to take

time and co ntemplate the fact that God came to earth as a little baby on that

night long ago. God Bless you all.
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o Deaconds Chri s‘gas Tr ec¢
The annual Deaconds Christmas Basket min
Deacm 6 s, through the generous donations of

together Christmas baskets of food for local needy families. These baskets will be
delivered to families in need from our own church family (including the Spanish
Congregation) as wll as the community.

At each door of the sanctuary, you will find Christmas Trees with stars on them.
Please take a star from the tree and include it with your donation. Please place your
donation in the offering plates or bring it to the Church office.The Deacons will then
use the funds to purchase the supplies to fill the baskets.

Please help the Deacons reach 20 families this Christmas. Your donations will go to
helping a family in need celebrate the birth of Christ with a full belly & a happart.
Merry Christmas from the Deacons.
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Eagle Scout Court of Honor
HonoringDylan AndersonandMark Dallago

the highestank possible in Boy Scout¥.ou are cordially invited to honor
them at their Court of Honor on Dec. 2764.m.,at First Presbyterian
Church in Las Crucedt is customary for Scouts to wear their uniforms.
Dress is casual for nefcous.

It is with pleasure thatdnnouncd®y | an and Mar k0 se, a\hg eveme

5r'
B

Respectfully,
Lon Anderson
Scoutmaster, Troop 62

++++++
Organ Recital
NMSU music student Benjamin Creider will present a Senior Organ

Recital in our sanctuary on Wednesd ay, December 30, at 5:00 P. M.

The public is cordially invited.

DoYouShop at Al bertsonds? |
If you are not keeping the stickers for the cookware, our church youth would Iiké to
have them.They would like to get some pots and pans for a family in neelélleaseg

‘'put the stamps on Lbydé&MdfhisFridbe sk, in the o
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Happy Anniversary!

Congratulations to Rev. Richard and Patricia Schlater who celebrated their
60" wedding anniversary during Fellowship Hour last Sunday. Good cake!

++++++

Stewardship Report from the Administration Committee

The congregatios financial commitment to our church during the 4 weeks since
Stewardship Sunday has topped that of last year with over $341r0fleédges from

over 101 individuals. All of the Ministiygams on the Session are working to develop

our 2010 Budget, but our initial efforts have produced a budget has more expenditures
than our projected income. It will make our task much easier if you are considering
pledging some financial supportto ourdtdtNO K >~ o6 dzi 2dza 0 KI,#h&ty Qi
you do so before the end of the year. If you are unable to make a pledge for 2010, we
want you to know that we value your support and look forward to receiving your
contributions throughout 2010. God blesach and every one of you for your support

to our church.
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In Betweeners Christmas Gala
The In Betweeners met last Saturday for their annual progressive dinner

followed by dessert and Christmas carols at the church. Those pies sure
were delicious! And Arnie's singing, and Howard's accompaniment made the

evening that much more festive.




