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Dinner is Coming...Dinner is Coming! 

Sunday...November 22...5:00 PM 

Only one week until we host Thanksgiving dinner for our area college 

students.  We need you to be a part of this by helping provide the food for 

the event.  The sign up board for providing dishes is located in the fellowship 

room, or you can fill out the bulletin insert this Sunday and just drop it in 

the offering plate.  We particularly need side dishes and salads.  We hope to 

provide a welcoming environment for these students, especially those who 

might not be able to go home for the holiday.  We need everyone's help to 

make this a success so sign up now and plan to be there to enjoy dinner, 

celebrate and give thanks with these young people. 

+ + + + + + 

Get Rid of That Old Computer! 

E-Scrap Collection Day 

Saturday, November 14th from 9am-3pm 

Dona Ana County Government Center 

845 N. Motel Blvd., Las Cruces  

This is a first-time effort to collect WORKING OR NON-WORKING electronic recyclables 
including computers, laptops, monitors, printers, televisions, fax machines, cell phones – 
almost anything electronic. 

WHY?  These items are full of precious metals that can be used again.  Electronics ALSO 
contain TOXIC metals we don’t want in our landfill. 

For more information about this event, please contact the South Central Solid Waste Authority 
at (575) 528-3800. 
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View From the Pew 
by Ann M. Velia 

  

Relationship Resistance - Part 2 
  

    You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your 

people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord. - Leviticus 19:18. 

    The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the native among you, and 

you shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the 

Lord your God. - Leviticus 19:34, New American Standard Bible 

  

    The Lord Jesus said that loving God with all the heart, soul and mind is the foremost and 

great commandment. Then He added, The second is like it. "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself. On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets" (Matthew 

22:39-40). 

    One way the second is "like it" is in its difficulty. Our fallen human nature is even more 

resistant toward loving other people with fallen natures that it is to loving a perfect, holy God. 

    And Jesus wasn't talking about loving from afar -- sending "thinking of you" cards, or 

transferring a neighbor's needs to the church prayer chain. Jesus' example of the Good 

Samaritan, who unstintingly helped a wounded stranger, broadened the definition of "Who is 

my neighbor?" 

    But -- love someone else as I love myself? Give his needs equal importance with my own? 

    We have to battle fear of getting involved, reluctance to lose time, control, money or 

energy. That looks too much like sacrifice -- like "laying down my life." Hmmm. 

    We are commanded to love because we have already been loved by One Who could 

righteously have taken vengeance against us -- against our indifference, our rebellion, our 

repeated disobedience. One Who could have borne a King-sized grudge against us for the 

ways we mistreat each other -- those other people He loves. 

    Instead, He laid down His life for us. 

    When we move toward the life God intends for us -- a no-holds-barred relationship with 

Him -- He pours His genuine love into every selfish spot we are willing to empty, until His love 

spills over into all the lives we touch. 
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Did You Know?   

All the food deposited in the baskets located near each door to the Sanctuary is given 

to Casa de Peregrinos (House of Pilgrims), our area's emergency food bank. 

Casa de Peregrinos is a non-profit emergency food program designed to provide basic, 

nutritional food boxes and a supportive atmosphere to individuals and families unable 

to purchase nutritional groceries due to an emergency or unforeseen crisis.  It is not 

an indefinite source of relief. 

The original Casa de Peregrinos began in La Mesa, a small community south of Las 

Cruces, in 1979. After several subsequent moves, Casa de Peregrinos settled into its 

present Las Cruces location in the Community of Hope complex on Amador Avenue. 

Many of Casa de Peregrinos clients are waiting for food stamps, other benefits, their 

first paycheck or have some other crisis that has caused a lack of food.  Most clients 

are referred by community and social agencies including HELP, Human Services, 

Community Action Agency, local federal offices, hospitals, churches, and schools.  

Many clients are from Las Cruces, but food is also supplied to pantries in the 

communities of Anthony, Mesquite and Sunland Park. 

Casa de Peregrinos is a United Way agency and receives some funding from the 

organization; other monetary support is obtained from Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) public grants.  But they depend almost entirely on 

donations from individuals, businesses, churches, and service organizations. 

In these tough times, it's particularly important that we do what we can to help those 

in our community who might be struggling.  So please remember to bring your 

nonperishable food items and drop them in the baskets as you enter church on 

Sunday morning. 
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Christmas Shopping and Gift Wrapping 

8 am – 2 pm, Nov. 27th 

This event is a fundraiser 

Do you need do some Christmas shopping without having the kids around?  Then bring 

them to the church on the 27th of November and get some of that shopping done!  The 

youth are going to be here to care for children on that day (maximum time per child, 3 

ƘǊΦύ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦ ¢ƛƳŜǎ 

will be from 8am to 2pm.  For more information please contact Mark at 526-5559 or 

fpcmark@zianet.com or Linda fpclinda@zianet.com 

If anyone can donate wrapping paper, tape, or ribbon it would be greatly appreciated. 

Put the 27th on your calendar and help support our youth. 

(please notice the correction on the end time it is 2PM) 

+ + + + + + 

Do You Shop at Albertsonõs? 

If you are not keeping the stickers for the cookware, our church youth would like to 

have them. They would like to get some pots and pans for a family in need. You can put 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƳǇǎ ƻƴ [ƛƴŘŀΩǎ ŘŜsk, in the office, or mail them to us. Questions call the office at 

526-5559. 
 

Community Partners Cards ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ !ƭōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎΣ 

please be a Community Partner! Just scan your little card at the self-checkout, or hand it 

to the clerk at the regular checkout, and our Salt & Light Co. ministry will receive a 

ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ !ƭōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƛƴ ǎŜƴŘǎ ǳǎ ŀ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ 

from the program. 
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