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» Dinner is Coming...Dinner is Coming!

\ Sunday. .. November 22...5:00 PM

Only two weeks until we host Thanksgiving dinner for our area college
students. We need you to be a part of this by helping provide the food for
the event. The sign up board for providing dishes is located in the fellowship
room, or you can fill out the bulletin insert this Sunday and just drop it in
the offering plate. We hope to provide a welcoming environment for these
students, especially those who might not be able to go home for the holiday.
We need everyone's help to make this a success so sign up now and plan to
be there to enjoy dinner, celebrate and give thanks with these young people.

++++++

The Salt & Light Company

Salt & Light continues to go very well, with strong attendance and happy hours
on Wednesdays filled with fun, friends, and faith-building. Thank you to those
who devote so many hours to ensure that the time the children and teens spend
with us is truly "quality time."

Next Wed., November 11th, is Veterans Day, and YES, WE WILL HAVE SALT
& LIGHT, even though there is no school that day. There will be a patriotic
theme for Family of God dinnertime, "This Land Is Our Land." Since the
Elementary, Preschool, and Middle School Choirs will sing in Worship the
following Sunday, it's especially important that everyone come to Salt & Light in
order to be ready!
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Trunk or Treat Scores 3 Hit!

FPC’s Trunk or Treat event was 3 real hit with goblins and grownups. We served

nearly 300 hot dogs, 200 cookies and a whole lot of nachos. Kids came from all
around town to join the fun. There were crafts, 3 jumping house, 3 costume contest
and, of course, lots of candy. Our friends from Iglesia del Pueblo set up a traditional
Dia de los muertos (day of the dead) display and passed out treats. There were lots of
great costumes and plenty of fun. A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped make
this a success, including all the “trunkers” who came out to be a part of this.

..Congregational Life and Outreach Ministry Team
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View From the Pew
by Ann M. Velia

Relationship Resistance - Part I

One of them, a lawyer, asked (Jesus) a question, testing Him, "Teacher, which is the
great commandment in the Law?" And He said to him, ""You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’

"This is the great and foremost commandment." - Matthew 22:35-38, New American Standard Bible

The thing that makes this commandment so difficult for us is its exclusivity. God wants all of us; He
wants us to submit to Him a// of our affection, a// of our activities, a// of our thoughts. No secrets. No
time-outs. No wandering eye towards anything that could alienate us from Him.

Love as this commandment describes it is foreign to our nature. Even the sweetest among us resist
the call to give ourselves entirely to this demanding God.

Romans 5:10 actually nhamed us "God's enemies" before we turned to Him in repentance. Colossians
1:21 says we were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds.

We were very much at odds with Him.

The fallen human nature hates what God loves: humility, restraint, obeying Someone Else's rules,
serving Someone Else's agenda, deferring gratification, sharing our treasures.

And it loves the things God hates: gossip, complaining, skepticism, taking sides, seeking the
approval of our fellow men, exalting ourselves over those same fellows, self-pity, self-righteousness,
sensual indulgence, independence.

Our very understanding of love needs correction and refinement when we approach this great
commandment. We easily fall in and out of "love" with one another. We are experts at withholding our
"love" to punish or coerce our family members. We exclaim several times a day that we "love" all kinds
of things: La Cocina's tamales, or the Longhorns, or Eddie Murphy's movies, or early November's
weather. No wonder we think we can relegate our love for God to spurts of passing fancy.

The love He offers, though, is the power that can change us from our common, sorry state to the
nobility that belongs in a royal household -- a place of eternal life. And the love He commands brings
us into delightful and joyful companionship as we choose to walk with Him -- the God Who /s love.
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Leftovers

Years ago, radio commentator Paul Harvey shared a true story.

The Butterball Turkey Company set up a telephone hotline to answer consumer questions
about preparing holiday turkeys. One woman called to inquire about cooking a turkey
that had been in the bottom of her freezer for 23 years. That’s right — 23 years. The
Butterball representative told her the turkey would probably be safe to eat if the freezer
had been kept below zero for the entire 23 years. But the Butterball representative
warned her that even if the turkey was safe to eat, the flavor would probably have
deteriorated to such a degree that she would not recommend eating it.

The caller replied, "That’s what I thought. We’ll give the turkey to our church.”
Sometimes, I wonder what we offer to the Lord doesn’t seem more like leftovers.

Norm Story

++++++

wheelchair bound people. A task force is being created to look into all of
the different ways to solve this issue. Please contact Rusty Smith at 524-
2269 if you would like to join this team. You can also e-mail questions or

suggestions to: smithdandr@yahoo.com



mailto:smithdandr@yahoo.com
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Sign up for Workday on Nov 21

The season is here for the fall workday and the first task is already completed in
the form of a bright red (what else?) new paint job on the fire plug in the
playground quadrangle. We are grateful for the artistry of Austin Breck for
bringing this about. It was a monument to rust and an eye sore when he started.

The Buildings and Grounds Ministry will plan for a set of projects and assemble
the tools and materials required. In two weeks the task will be published and it
will then be possible to pick a task or tasks. You may also be asked if you can
bring some tools and perhaps equipment.

When you receive the task list, please sign up. If you have questions, contact
Bob Paul or other members of the Buildings and Grounds committee.

Bob Paul 524-1515 Rhpaul_8@msn.com

+++++tt+ttt++

Get Rid of That Old Computer!

v E-Scrap Collection Day

8@@11]-@[3[!]‘[?113&1117

n a @ Saturday, November 14™ from 9am-3pm
: } Dona Ana County Government Center
| @

845 N. Motel Blvd., Las Cruces

This is a first-time effort to collect WORKING OR NON-WORKING electronic recyclables
including computers, laptops, monitors, printers, televisions, fax machines, cell phones —
almost anything electronic.

WHY? These items are full of precious metals that can be used again. Electronics ALSO
contain TOXI C metal dandle don’t want in our

For more information about this event, please contact the South Central Solid Waste Authority
at (575) 528-3800.




