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World Communion 

This Sunday, October 4th, we will join with our brothers and sister from Iglesia 

del Pueblo and Christians around the globe to celebrate World Communion.  This 

is a special time when we can feel a close kinship with those who may be forced 

to celebrate the Lord's table in secret as well as those who may celebrate openly.  

For some, it will be their first experience of the love of Christ so aptly represented 

in the bread and wine.  For others, it will be a joyous reaffirmation celebrated 

many times over.  Whatever the place, lofty or rude, whomever the celebrants, 

young or old, slave or free, it will be a wondrous occasion. 

The following history is excerpted from the website of the World Council of 

Churches. 

World Communion Sunday – celebrated the first Sunday in October – is one of 

the most venerable of “special Sundays.”  The day has taken on new relevancy 

and depth of meaning in a world where globalization often has undermined 

peace and justice – and in a time when fear divides the peoples of God's earth.  

On this day we celebrate our oneness in Christ, the Prince of Peace, in the midst 

of the world we are called to serve – a world ever more in need of peacemaking. 
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World Communion Sunday (originally called World Wide Communion Sunday) 

originated in the Presbyterian Church (USA). In 1936, for the first time, the first 

Sunday in October was celebrated in Presbyterian churches in the United States 

and overseas.  From the beginning, it was planned so that other denominations 

could make use of it and, after a few years, the idea spread beyond the 

Presbyterian Church. 

The Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches (a 

predecessor body of the National Council of Churches) was first associated with 

World Wide Communion Sunday in 1940 when the department’s executive 

secretary, Jesse Bader, led in its extension to a number of churches throughout 

the world. 

Today, efforts to promote World Communion Sunday are carried out by 

participating denominations, and several produce materials geared toward this 

observance. 

+ + + + + + 

INTERNATIONAL POTLUCK THIS SUNDAY 

Don't forget the International Potluck following Worship on Sunday, October 4th.  

We'll be joining that day with our brothers and sisters from Iglesia del Pueblo to 

celebrate the Lord's table and to have a great time at our International Potluck.  It will 

be a healthy serving of food, fun and fellowship.  Bring a dish to pass, preferably 

something with a particular ethnic or geographic origin.  Tableware and drinks will be 

provided.  And, if you have something of interest from another country, bring that 

along too.  We may have a little "show and tell" session.  And there will be an 

opportunity to test your knowledge of the world around you, so sharpen your wits! 
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View From the Pew 
by Ann M. Velia 

How to Be Perfect -- Part III 
  

    Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 

and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not 

be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 

may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. - 

Romans 12:1-1, New American Standard Bible. 

  

    James' practical epistle reflects some points in the above verse. James 1:2-4 intimates a 

"transforming of the mind" regarding trials: to see them as opportunities for growth into perfection 

rather than as hardships to be avoided -- or resented. 

    James devotes most of chapter 3 to discussing the tongue's powerful potential for both good and 

evil. Restraining the tongue by regularly presenting our bodies to God is a giant step toward becoming 

"the perfect man" James 3:2 describes. 

    "Proving the perfect will of God" is to live out the reality of our beliefs, engaging not only our minds 

and our mouths, but our hands and feet, our hearts and our energy. 

    James 2:15-17 gives a poignant contrast: If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of 

daily food, and one of you says to them, 'Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,' and yet you do not 

give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 

    The mind perceives the need, and the tongue speaks a blessing, yet the suffering person's needs 

remain unmet. 

    In James 2:21-23, he describes the necessity of action as proof of faith: Was not Abraham our 

father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? You see that faith was working 

with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; and the Scripture was fulfilled which 

says, 'And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,' and he was called the 

friend of God. 

    Mental assent, even vocal affirmation of the teachings of scripture, falls short of achieving "the 

perfect will of God." 
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CHURCH  CHUCKLES 

One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed l ittle Alex standing in the 

foyer of the church staring up at a large plaque.  It was covered with 

names and small  American flags mounted on either side of it .   The six -

year old had been staring at the plaque for some time,  so the pastor 

walked up, stood beside the l ittle boy, and said quietly, 'Good morning 

Alex.'  

'Good morning Pastor,'  he replied, sti l l  focused on the plaque .  'Pastor, 

what is this? '   The pastor said, 'Well son, it's a memorial  to al l  the 

young men and women who died in the service.'  

Soberly, they just stood together, staring at the large plaque.  Finally,  

l itt le Alex's voice, barely audible and trembling wi th fear asked, 'Which 

service, the 8:30 or the 10:30?'  

+ + + + + + 

YOUTH TO WASH CARS! 

Don't forget...while you're enjoying lunch at the International Potluck this Sunday, 

get your car washed at the same time.  You're not going to keep driving around in 

that dirty old thing, are you?!  Our youth group will be washing cars from noon until 

3 PM to help fund their mission projects.  So come on out and support our young 

people and get that clunker cleaned.  Oh, and don't forget to tell Mark Hellman to 

scrub your whitewalls really, really clean. 
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Salt & Light Singing 

The youth will be singing on October 11, November 15 and at the 

Christmas Pageant on December 13.  Come hear a great bunch of 

young people singing praises to God. 

+ + + + + + 

Our House for Thanksgiving  

The Congregational Life and Outreach Ministry Team will sponsor a 

Thanksgiving dinner for area college students on November 15th.  

We hope to provide a home away from home for students, 

especially those who might not be able to go home for the holiday.  

We'll need a lot of help to make this a success.  If you would like 

to give us a hand, contact Larry Felhauer at lcfel01@msn.com or 

575 -526 -2715 or Carissa Rood at Carissa.Brealey-Rood@gdc4s.com 

or let Linda know in the church office.  Thanks!  


