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The Discipleship Project

When do we stop being spiritual seekers? Certainly, through a faith commitment to
Jesus, we move from the theological category “lost” to the category “found.” But does
the seeking ever truly end? Should it?

You’re either moving forward or falling back. There’s no standing still. The planet is
spinning at 1,100 miles per hour. What have you done to move yourself spiritually
forward in the last few months?

Seventeen people have now picked up a card from The Discipleship Project bulletin
board in Jones hallway, filled it out and put it in the box found in the library. Remember
that bookmark given to you in worship a couple of weeks ago? Our congregation’s goal
Is to reach 500 points and we are now 476 points closer to reaching that goal. Won’t you
help us get even closer?

++++++

Youth Happenings

Well this next month is full of events for the youth and | look forward to being able to

see them grow as the n ew year of Salt and Light starts. The first night of Salt and Light
was the 9 " of September and we had a church full of young people and were able to get
to know them better.

The other major event that is starting this month is 5 ™ Quarter on Friday nights
(September 11™, 18™ and October 2 ", 16th, 23rd) from 9pm to Midnight here at the
church. lItis a time for the youth to be able to come someplace safe after the footb  all
game and have a good time.

Some other dates of interesti  nclude a service project planned for the 12 " of September
were we will meet at the church and drive over together so please be here around
8:45am. That night at 6pm we are having our second Saturday night Life in Watkins Hall
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here at the church. Onthe 13™ after service (12:30) in the Youth room we are starting
our communicants Class. This is a class for any youth from 6 ™ grade and up that would
like to join our church and get a good understanding of what it is to be a follower of

Christ. I encourage anyone that is interested to please get a hold of me and we will get
you signed up.

Lastly the youth are having a pancake breakfast fundraiser on the 20 h of

September from 7:30 to 10:00 am in Watkins hall. Come hungry, enjoy a good
Breakfast and suppor t our youth !

++++++

International Potluck
October 4th

Congregational Life and the In Betweeners will sponsor an International Potluck
following the Worldwide Communion worship service on Sunday, October 4th. This
is free to everyone in the churchand will be a chance to sample dishes from a host
of ethnic and geographic backgrounds. Drinks and tableware will be provided.
Participants areasked to bring a dish to pass that is in some way linked to a
particular region or people. Come on out and saple the goodness from around

the world!

4+ 4+
And One More About Eating!

On November 15th, our church will play host tareacollege students with a
Thanksgiving dinner. More information will follow, but put this date on your

calendar. This is a chance for our congregation to serve those in our community who
might be far from home on this holiday andan opportunity to get to know some of
these young scholars.
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View From the Pew

by Ann M. Velia

God's Vetting Process

He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a
very little thing is unrighteous also in much. If thereforeyou have not been faithful in the use of
unrighteous mammon, who will entrust the true riches to you? And if you have not been faithful

in the use of that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own? Luke 16:10-12, New
American Standard Bible.

An old adage says, "Expect great things from God; do great things for God." A worthy vision.

However, the above scripture brings us down to the small challenges at hand, which we may
consider inconsequential when we're daydreaming about laurel wreaths and peace prizes and
"going for the gold."

God carefully vets those who claim to follow His Son, looking not for the first or the fastest,
the cleverest or the strongest, the wealthiest or the most influential, but for those who are
righteous in the small things of life. For example,

* Do we ever shade the truth to make ourselves look smarter or more important than a rival?

* Do we ever pilfer office supplies from our employer, or squirrel away packets of sugar and
creamer from a restaurant (when we ordered ice water as our beverage)?

* When a cashier gives us too much change, do we consider it a blessing from God, or a
debt we need to repay?

The Lord Jesus tells us in John 15:8, "By this is My father glorifiedthat you bear much fruit,
and so prove to be My disciples.”

Song of Solomon 2:15 advises, "Catch the foxes for us, the little foxes that are ruining the
vineyards, while our vineyards are in blossom."

Do we need to trap some little foxes, in order to qualify for "the true riches"?
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Really Good News!

On Wednesday, September 9, our Salt & Light Co. after-school ministry got off to a truly
magnificent start. There were approximately 70 students, from Pre-school 4's through high
school on the FPC campus, learning, playing, and dining together in Christian fellowship.
Family of God Dinner time, with a theme of "Welcome Y'all," was especially joyful, with around
120 people being served; including students, table parents, teachers, kitchen crew, many other
volunteers, staff, and members of the congregation. If you have not yet become a part of Salt
& Light, more volunteers, more funding, more prayers, and congregational dinner guests (call
ahead) are always welcome!
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