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NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC for FPC!   

We are excited to announce that David A Klement will join our staff to share with us in 

what he sees as an exciting, spirit-filled outreach.  An experienced music ministry 

professional with more than 20 years of music leadership, David, his wife and family 

have recently relocated to Las Cruces. 

David has a Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance and Literature form Oberlin 

Conservatory of Music in Ohio and a Master of Music, Conducting, from the Eastman 

School of Music in Rochester, NY.  He also served as Head Chorister at the St Thomas 

Choir School in New York City. 

He comes to us from Rochester, New York, where he oversaw a staff of 12 professional 

musicians at the Asbury First United Methodist Church.  He administered the entire 

music and drama program, including four weekly services, an annual concert series and 

two theatrical productions for the congregation of 2300 members.  In addition he founded 

and was artistic director of the Rochester Boys Choir that annually toured to perform with 

such groups as the American Boychoir, the Philharmonic Orchestra, and Rochester 

Oratorio Society.  He has been an adjunct professor at Eastman School of Music; 

Conducting Fellow at Dartmouth College, directing the Handel Society [a 150 voice 

community orchestra choir]; and a resident advisor at Interlochen Arts Academy in 

Traverse City, Michigan.  David’s groups have recorded several CDs.  He has performed 

as soloist in shows including, Amahl and the Night Visitors, Sweeny Todd, South Pacific, 

Man of La Mancha and A Little Night Music.   He has staged and presented 40 musicals 

and dramas. 

We are fortunate to be able to welcome this talented Christian musician to direct our 

Chancel Choir, lead our music program and guide First Presbyterian as we build an 

outreach with music.  Please join us in making David and his family feel welcome as part 

of our fellowship. 
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In Betweeners to Meet 

We will be screening the short movie "In Place Out of Time" about a man's quest to 

preserve the petroglyphs of New Mexico by photographing them.  This is a fascinating 

story of a simple man's personal dedication and triumph, and it's filled with beautiful 

scenery of our great state.  Bring snacks to pass and we'll provide popcorn and drinks.  

Friday, August 28th, at 7:00 PM at the home of Pat and Larry Felhauer.  Address is 

1200 Regency Court in Picacho Hills.  If you've never been to an In Betweeners event 

before, feel free to join us.  We are open to folks of all ages.  See the In Betweeners 

flyer for more information or call 575-526-2715. 

+ + + + + + 

Bells are Ringing!   

Hi!  It's that wonderful time of year again.  Time to PRACTICE bells!!  We will 

begin rehearsals on Monday, August 17 at 7:00 PM.  If you know someone who 

would like to join us, please bring them along.  This is the best time to start fresh.  

I will be holding "beginner" rehearsals at 6:30.  This time is for those who would 

like to jo in us, but feel they lack the skills to jump right in.  If we don't have any 

takers after the first month, I will cancel this time.  

So come be a ding - a- ling with us.  We'll have lots of fun and create meaningful, 

beautiful music to add to our worship servi ces. 

Lois Cook  lcook@comcast.net  

  

mailto:lcook@comcast.net
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Blessing of the Backpacks 

Kids...don't forget to bring your backpacks to church this Sunday for a 

special blessing and some nice surprises.  This would be an especially good 

Sunday to bring a friend to church too.  Get ready for back to school and 

have a great time.  And we'll have a special treat for you after church! 

+ + + + + + 

Good News! Se ptember 9
th

 Is the Big Day!   

Our Salt & Light Company ministry will begin for this school year on that 

day.  By then, the teens and children will be settled into their fall schedules, 

Labor Day will be past, and weõll all be ready and waiting for Wednesdays to 

again become the most special day of the week.  

There will be lots of fun and fellowship, as well as good food, and sound 

Bible learning at Salt & Light.  We will play, worship, have dinner, and learn 

together.  Soon, families will have the opportunity  to register their young 

people, and adults will be given the opportunity to be a part  of Salt & Light 

as volunteers.  

Who can you bring with you?  How will you serve through our Wednesday 

after -school program of fun, fellowship, and Christian Education?  Salt & 

Light is for everyone ! 
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View From the Pew  
by Ann M. Velia  

  

3 R's --  a Spiritual Growth Curriculum  
  

    But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be 

the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. - 2 Peter 3:18, New American Standard Bible.  

  

Back to school!  

    For our kids, end of summer vacation means the end of lazy living, a return to discipline and 

an ordered schedule, and re-engagement in gaining new information, skills, and usefulness. 

    The return to "school days" is as good a time as any for children of the King to recharge our 

spiritual growth. A benef icial structure might include: 

    *R - eality check.  Paul advises in Romans 12:3, "...I say to every man among you not to think 

more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment...."  

    A daily self-search can disclose thoughts that cloud good judgment, like: pride, 

doublemindedness, evil speculations, rationalization of sin, flirting with extra-biblical doctrines, 

and the fears and grudges and prejudices that distort our perception of truth.  

    *R - epentance . Acknowledging a sin and saying "I'm sorry" is only contrition. Growth 

comes when we consider ways that a particular sin affects other people (people beloved by 

God!) and how it limits or damages us as well (we who are also beloved by God!). Develop 

steps to turn away from sin and toward the power of God to change us into credible 

representatives of the Christ we profess to follow. 

    *R - ecommitment . Obedience is our tribute to the Lord Jesus Christ, who loved us and 

gave Himself for us. King David wrote in Psalm 61:8, "So I will sing praise to Thy name forever, 

that I may pay my vows day by day." 

    Are we fulfilling our moral obligations: honoring promises we've made, keeping "face time" 

with the Lord through prayer and bible study, doing the good deeds we  know need doing? Or 

are we sacrificing our time and energy to less important interests? 
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Harry Beckett and Jennifer DeBoy Collier to Perform 

Perennial favorites, pianist Harry Beckett and violinist Jennifer DeBoy Collier, will take 

part in our worship service next Sunday, August 23rd.  These two talented musicians, 

both of whom grew up in our church, have played for a number of years in Branson, 

Missouri, with a variety of headline acts. 

While still performing at a fast pace on the stages of Branson, Harry, the son of Mary 

& Archie Beckett, is also a certified music therapist, using music to reach his patients.  

Jennifer, youngest daughter of Mary DeBoy and the late Col. DeBoy, also leads a busy 

lifestyle as both a mother and a performer.  She is currently performing as lead 

violinist at the Baldknobbers. 

It's always a great treat when these two lend their talents to our worship service.  You 

won't want to miss this.  So bring the family and invite your friends to worship with 

us and enjoy the music on Sunday, August 23rd. 

+ + + + + + 

Jennie Curry Bible Study 

Our new season is just around the corner.  This year we are going to have an 

exciting new adventure.  Starting Thursday, September 3rd, we are going to 

meet at the church at 7:00PM and start the Beth Moore series "Living Beyond 

Yourself; Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit.  It is on DVD so will have her feed us 

every month.  There is a study guide and Linda in the office can take your order.  

We are in the process of finding out the cost of the study guides. 

If you have a friend that would like to join us, be sure to invite them.  We will 

meet on the First Thursday of every month at 7:00 at the church.  Our first study 

will be September 3rd.  See you there! 

Any questions, call or e-mail Mariann Novack at 541-9484 or marnvck@aol.com 
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FPC Website 
Have you ever checked out our Church's website?  It's not just for visitors 

you know.  Did you know there are over 1000 pages available there?  Not 

only is it a resource for people interested in our church, it is a great source 

of information for the congregation as well.  So check it out at 

www.zianet.com/fpc.  You might be surprised at what you can find.  

+ + + + + + 

Saturday Night Life 
Saturday Night Life will start this month August 15, and will be a new exciting time of 

worship that is nothing like Sunday Morning.  So drop your bulletin and come worship 

with us on Saturday night @ 6pm in Watkins Hall.  Come on out and try a different 

way of worshiping, get to know some brothers and sisters better and find God in a 

fellowship hall. 

+ + + + + + 

So What Do YOU Think?   

We are very interested in how you feel we might make The Good News 
better.  If you have some thoughts or suggestions, please send them to 

Larry Felhauer at lcfel01@msn.com, and keep on reading! 

 


