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FPC Seeking Choir Director  

Please share the following announcement with everyone who might be 
interested   The Music and Worship Ministry Team encourages wide 
distribution of the announcement. 
  

Position Open: Choir Director at First Presbyterian Church, Las Cruces, 
NM, to rehearse and direct Chancel Choir of about 40 voices and work 
regularly with the pastor to coordinate music for all worship services. It is 
desired to fill the position by August 1, 2009. For a detailed Position 
Description contact the church office at 575-526-5559 or 
fpc1@zianet.com 

+ + + + + + 

FPC Annual Prayer Breakfast  

Friday, June 26th  

Come out to the FPC Prayer Breakfast to celebrate this great country in 

which we live and give thanks for all the many blessings we enjoy.  It all 

starts at 6:30 AM with cinnamon rolls and coffee followed by a salute to 

the flag.  Then comes a great, hot buffet breakfast served by Don Rhodes 

and the In Betweeners group.  During breakfast, we'll enjoy a short 

program of spiritual and patriotic music and speakers.  As a special 

treat, the FPC Bell Choir will also be performing for our enjoyment.  So 

come on out for one of the best programs of the summer season and a 

great warm up to celbrating the 4th of July.  Cost is only $5 per person, 

payable at the door.  You don't want to miss this. 
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Church Chuckles 

My grandson was visiting one day when he asked , "Grandma, do 

you know how you and God are alike?"  I mentally polished my 

halo, while I asked, "No, how are we alike?"  "You're both old," he 

replied. 
+ + + + + + 

View From the (Eastside) Pew 

by Ann M. Velia 

 People will come from the east and the west, from the north and the 

south, and sit down at the feast in the Kingdom of God. - Luke 13:29 (Todayôs 

English Version) 

 The above scripture could have been written for First Presbyterian 

Church. With our cross-shaped sanctuary, we have mini-congregations at the 

four compass points: three distinctly-separate pew areas and the choir in their 

loft. 

 Our after-church fellowship offers an opportunity to gather from our 

many directions and celebrate our familyhood and special events in our lives. 

 Two weeks ago, we gathered for an anniversary-cake feast. Two couples 

from my Eastside Congregation celebrated their 45
th
 and 60

th
 anniversaries, 

and a Westside couple celebrated 55 years of marriage. 

 I met a delightful young woman, clearly a friend of the Westside family, 

who was helping prepare homemade punch to serve with the three gorgeous 
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cakes. She looked vaguely familiar. 

 ñWhere have I met you before?ò I asked. 

 We explored various possibilities ï workplaces, interdenominational 

groups, shopping sites where our paths might have crossed ï until I asked her, 

ñWhere do you worship?ò 

 ñHere,ò she replied. ñI sit on the west side.ò 

 Looking at our architecture as a positive, the divided seating provides 

the advantage of a small church (rather, several small churches!) where 

everyone can get to know each other. I have to confess, however, I donôt yet 

know everyone in my Eastside mini-church. Accomplishing that is going to be 

my goal for the rest of the summer. 

 Itôs a good time to start. Since the choir has vacated the loft for a couple 

of months, its members are sprinkled among the rest of us, so I can learn 

whoôs who in some of the Northside congregation as well. 

 And after my summer project, perhaps Iôll migrate.... 

+ + + + + + 
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Vacation Bible School  

This past week we were privileged to 

have Vacation Bible School here at 

the church.  It was a wonderful time 

for the kids to come and learn about 

God and all that he does for us.  We 

would also like to thank all of those 

people that put in so much time and  

effort to make this yearõs VBS such 

a success.  We had volunteers  that 

decorated  to give this place a safari 

theme , prepared snacks and food, 

and helped with registration . The 

youth were leaders and made  sure all 

the kids were where they were 

supposed to be, and of course our teachers.  Without all of the 



  

FFiirr sstt   pprr eessbbyytt eerr iiaa nn   cc hh uu rr cc hh ,,  ll aa ss  cc rr uu cc eess  

jjuu nn ee  1188,,  22000099  GGoo oo dd   NNeeww ss!!            

volunteers this could never have happen and we are truly blessed 

by God to have such generous people that care so much for our 

young people.  On average we had 15-20 adult volunteers every day, 

20 youth t hat would lead the young people to their next station, 

and averaged 81 kids.  

 As stated earlier the young people 

learned five things about God this week.  

Each day they had an animal 

representation, a theme of the day, a 

parable or story that illustrated  that 

theme, and a Bible verse.  The first day 

was the lion and we learned that God 

listens and how to properly pray as illustrated in the story of the 

Pharisee and the tax collector found in Luke chapter 18 verses 9 -

14.  The verse for the day was Matthew 6:9 -10 òOur Father which 

art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will 

be done in earth, as it is in heaven.ó 

The second day we were represented by a giraffe and we learned 

that God Provides and give us what we need.  This was shown by  

the story of Jesus feeding the 5000 in John 6:1 -15.  Our verse for 

the day was Matthew 6:11 òGive us this day our daily bread.ó 
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Day three we were represented by 

the Zebra and we learned that God 

forgives.  The story was about an 

unforgiving servant tha t was 

forgiven much but could not forgive 

a much lesser offence that is found 

in Matthew 18:21 -35.  Our verse was Matthew 6:12 òAnd forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors.ó 

Day four Hippos were our animal and we 

learned that God Protects.  Jesus  being 

tempted in the desert by Satan was our 

story, which is found in Matthew 4:1 -11.  

Our verse was òAnd lead us not into 

temptation, but deliverer us from evil.ó 

Matthew 6:13  

Our last day we were Elephants and 

we learned that God Rules!   Jesus 

concurs death by rising from the 

grave was our story on Friday , found 
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in Matthew 26:36 -chapter 28.  Our verse was òFor thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever, Amen.ó Matthew 

6:13 

Thank you so much for your prayers 

and time in support of Vacation Bible 

School.  Without Gods blessing this 

week it never would have been the 

success that it was.  God truly 

Listens, provides, forgives, protects, 

and Rules!!!!! 

 

God Bless all of you,  

Mark Hellman  


