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I Can't Pray the Lord's Prayer If . . . 

 
I cannot pray "OUR," if my faith has no room for others and their need. 
I cannot pray "FATHER," if I do not demonstrate this relationship to God in my daily living. 
I cannot pray "WHO ART IN HEAVEN," if all of my interests and pursuits are in  
   earthly things. 
I cannot pray "HALLOWED BE THY NAME," if I am not striving for God's help to be holy. 
I cannot pray "THY KINGDOM COME," if I am unwilling to accept God's rule in my life. 
I cannot pray "THY WILL BE DONE," if I am unwilling or resentful of having it in my life. 
I cannot pray "IN EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN," unless I am truly ready to give  
    myself to God's service here and now. 
I cannot pray "GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD," without expending honest ef-
fort for it or if I would withhold from my neighbor the bread I receive. 
I cannot pray "FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO  
   TRESPASS AGAINST US," if I continue to harbor a grudge against anyone. 
I cannot pray "LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION," if I deliberately choose to  
    remain in a situation where I am likely to be tempted. 
I cannot pray "DELIVER US FROM EVIL," if I am not prepared to fight with my life  
    and my prayer. 
I cannot pray "THINE IS THE KINGDOM," if I am unwilling to obey the King. 
I cannot pray "THINE IS THE POWER AND THE GLORY," if I am seeking power  
    for myself and my own glory first. 
I cannot pray 'FOREVER AND EVER," if I am too anxious about each day's affairs. 
I cannot pray "AMEN," unless I honestly say, "Not MY will, but THY will be done, 
     so let it be. 
 
"When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think 
that they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father 
knows what you need before you ask him." --Matthew 6:7-8 
 



       Happy Birthday to our    Happy Birthday to our    Happy Birthday to our    Happy Birthday to our     
    September Honorees!    September Honorees!    September Honorees!    September Honorees! 
 
 
 
 
 
Sept 1  Margaret Graham 
Sept 2  Ebenezer Tumban 
Sept 3  Kate Puckett 
Sept 4  Beverly Briggs 
Sept 4  Juanita Treat 
Sept 6  Steve Hardin 
Sept 7  Max Loman 
Sept 9  Linda Ramirez 
Sept 10  Mike McClanahan 
Sept 10  Janet Hansaker 
Sept 12  Phyllis Daniels 
Sept 12  Bea Connor 
Sept 13  Warren Boozer 
Sept 14   Lisa Farmer 
Sept 15  Amy Holt 
Sept 16  Will Schroeder 
Sept 16  Laverne Guice 
Sept 17  Moe Hill 
Sept 18  Lorene Gaines 
Sept 19  Courtney Prahl 
Sept 19  Mel Parish 
Sept 21  Olivier Heubo 
Sept 22  Gena Clark 
Sept 22 Sunny Parish 
Sept 26  Dot Carlton 
Sept 27  Judith Ames 
Sept 27  Lillie Fitzhugh 
Sept 28  Taryn Fogle 
Sept 29  Linda Pearson 
Sept 30  Marsha Topley 
 
 Please call the office with any cor-
rections or additions. 

        Congratulations on your                                         
Wedding Anniversary! 

 

Happy Belated to David & Nancy Cox, Aug 20 - 13 years 
                                                            

             Sept 3  Fred & Joan Lemon   52 years 
Sept 5  Bobby & Margie Rankin  48 years 
Sept 8  George & Marie Austin   67 years 
Sept 25  Larry & Alice Cooper  31 years 

                    

If we have omitted your anniversary, we probably don’t have 
it in our records. Call the church office or email Betsy at 
betsy520@comcast.net to have it added.   
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OOOOur Church Family Grows!ur Church Family Grows!ur Church Family Grows!ur Church Family Grows!    
 

James Rood, Carsissa Brealy-Rood  
and their son, Aidan,  

announce a new addition to their family— 
Isaac Edwin Cristiano Brealey-Rood 

Isaac was born on June 17, 2004, in 
Villanueva, Colombia and joined his new 

family August 9, 2007, in Bogotá, Colombia 
 

Every good and perfect gift is from above... James 1:17 

 
From the Gospel Rescue Mission  
Newsletter 
 

“Because each child is special to God, we 
are thankful that we will have new socks and 
underwear to give each child for our Back to 
School Program. We anticipate many chil-
dren who miss this special program continu-
ing to need new socks and underwear 
throughout the year. Thank you to First Pres-
byterian Church for your overwhelming gen-
erosity. Thank you to everyone who has  
donated money to purchase these items or 
 socks and undies.” 
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Traditional Study at 9:00 am 
First, Second, and Third John 
Teacher: Dick Dale 
Location: Parlor (Jones Hall) 
 

Video series 9:00 am 
 “Christianity and Islam” by Dr. Timothy George 
9:00 am 
Teacher”: Blaine Goss 
Location: Library (Jones Hall) 
 

****Women’s Bible Study    
Women of Faith’s “Women of the Bible” 
Teacher: Various 
Location: Computer room (Jones Hall) 
 

****Men’s Bible Study    
“Quiet Strength” – based on the bestselling book by Tony Dungy,  
Head Coach of the Indianapolis Colts. 
Teacher: Mark Geiger, Jerry Grandle 
Location: Watkins Hall  
 

****Mid school (Riptide)-    
“The 52 Week Bible”- The Book of Daniel 
Teacher: Scott Burns 
Location: Mid school room (Reeves Hall) 
 

****High School (Focal Point)-  
“The Wired Word”-Current Event based bible study 
Teacher: Travis Becker 
Location: High school room (Reeves Hall) 
 

****Denotes classes that meet at 9:15 in order to join the Praise 
Music in Watkins at 9:00 

                        New Sunday School Classes Starting September 9th! 
                                 Come early for “Worth Getting Up For”  
                   Praise Music Every Sunday at 9:00 am in Watkins Hall led by Kelly 

Children’s Sunday School-9:00 am  
Birth-kindergarten-(Brannigan) 
“Gospel Light” 
 
1st grade-5th grade-Temple room (Reeves Hall) 
PCUSA Rotation Workshop-“Joseph, God’s Dreamer” 
 

Sundays after Worship 
     Starting September 23 at 12 noon 
 

Come and discuss the sermon heard in that Sundays 
worship service.  
 Teacher: Pastor Norm Story 
Location: Library (Jones Hall) 
 

How to Study the Bible 
Wednesday Nights----****5:00-6:00 pm  
   Starting September 12th 
 
Teacher: Pastor Norm Story 
Location: Library (Jones Hall) 
 

*dinner to follow in Watkins 
 

Young Disciples in Worship 

 
          Each Sunday, after the Young Disciples talk, the children leave the sanctuary to at-
tend an age appropriate class. Although we feel this time spent with your children is very 
important, we also feel that there are times that the children will benefit by staying in the 
sanctuary for the entire worship service. One of these times is Communion Sunday. 

Starting on Sunday, September 2nd, we are asking that children from 1st grade and 
up, return to their families and remain in the sanctuary after the Young Disciples talk. 
Younger children may continue to leave the sanctuary to attend their scheduled class. 

For the next few Communion Sundays, Pastor Norm will be leading the Young Dis-
ciples talk. He will be helping the children to gain an understanding of the importance that 
Communion holds to Christians.  
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Youth News 

This month for Riptide has been excellent. 
We have had a good number of kids at all of our 
events—averaging 12 kids for each event and 25 
for our kickoff event. This was a huge boost to 
the group. I have been in contact with many of 
the students and am hoping that they will attend 
Salt and Light once it begins in September. I 
have been working closely with Tracy and we 
are going to be selecting the curriculum for the 
fall semester soon. We are looking at the cate-
chism curriculum that has been used in the past. 
(With any luck we will have it decided before 
the meeting).  
As for  Focal Point High School Ministry, we 
had an excellent kickoff event. Twenty five 
students attended and we had a great time of 
games and fellowship.  I have been talking with 
the students and realized that the time we were 
meeting on Sunday afternoons is not conducive 
to having many students participate. Starting in 
September we will no longer be meeting every 
Sunday, but will meet once a month on the sec-
ond Sunday to do a project that I am calling 
“Care Cards”. What I want to do is create a file 
from the focal point youth that has different 
types of cards (thank you, thinking of you, sym-
pathy or birthday, etc) My hope is that we can 
send them to the people that are in the hospital, 
or a long term care facility or those have re-
cently lost a loved one. Through this program I 
am hoping to better connect our youth with our 
aging congregation as well as those people that 
are support all that we do.  
The Salt and Light schedule for Focal Point this 
year will be 6:00-8:00 for dinner and a devo-
tional. This semester we are going to be reading 
and studying The Purpose Driven  Life 
 -Travis Becker 
 

              The summer at First Presbyterian Church has 
been a great success! The ministry opportunities were 
amazing. Between VBS, Water Day, Bell Camp, and 
of course my special ministry, the Children’s Garden, 
we were able to reach out to our church children and 
to the children in the community. As the summer 
came to a close, I was sad in thinking that my intern-
ship would also come to an end. The time was short, 
but the experience and personal growth was exponen-
tial! Then, a blessing was given to me by the Session; 
I was going to get the opportunity to continue my 
ministries and personal growth here with my church 
family.  
            My plans for the coming year are as follows; I 
will continue my ministry with The Children’s Gar-
den through a Bible curriculum that will teach God’s 
characteristics, I will be teaching the “52 Week Bi-
ble” to the mid school youth on Sundays, and I will 
be working with the Salt and Light ministry as the 
head of  recreation. I will also get to volunteer as a 
table parent! 
            Although I am looking forward to all of the 
challenges that the year holds for me, I am most look-
ing forward to being a table parent because someday, 
I want to be looked up to just like I look up to my ta-
ble parents when I was a young boy attending the Salt 
and Light program. 
            This internship has been more than I could 
ever ask for☺.  My relationship with the Lord contin-
ues to grow everyday as I am apart of this great con-
gregation.  I would once again like to thank the con-
gregation for your support of me and my ministry, 
without the outstanding support from you I would not 
be where I am today. 
 

In Christ, 
Scott Burns 

This past month has been great for our youth ministry 
programs. We have seen some steady growth 
throughout the month within both groups and have 
also made some decisions to change schedules around 
so that we optimize the time that we are spending 
with those youth that are attending.  
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                                Salt & Light 
Starting Wednesday, September 5 

 4:00—7:00 pre-K through mid-school*  6:15—8:30  high school** 
Cost $35/child $70/family 

                                     Scholarships available 

This year, we will be running a van from Hillrise Elementary School. If your child does not attend 
Hillrise, but you would like to have the option of bringing them earlier than 4:00 pm, please let us 
know when you register. We will also be picking students up from Camino Real, Sierra, and Lynn Mid-
dle Schools. Please let us know on the registration forms if your child will need transportation. 
The Salt and Light ministry is growing by leaps and bounds. It is most successful when we have an 
abundance of volunteers. Please consider helping this year. There are many ways in which you can be 
a part of this exciting ministry.  
* We are aware of the mid school change in school hours; we will start the mid school program as 
the youth arrive. 
**High School students may arrive earlier. They will be plugged into the program as shepherds and 
kitchen helpers. 

IN-BETWEENERS  
 

The In-Betweeners have been asked to assist with preparations and serve where help is 
needed for the Presbytery of Santa Fe and Sierra Blanca Joint Meeting which will be held at 
our church on September 28th and 29th.  Since we normally get-together around that same 

time, this will take the place of our monthly meeting.  We need quite a few volunteers to make 
this event a big success. People are needed to help set up for meetings and meals, meal 

preparation and clean-up, and to be greeters.  If you are available to help during any portion of 
this event, please call the church at 526-5559, as soon as possible, and speak with Tracy Gei-

ger. She will add you to the volunteer list. Hope to see you there! 

The Last “Evening Under the Stars” 
for the Summer! 

Bar-b-que and Movie 
Saturday, September 8 
7:00 pm in the courtyard 

This is your last chance to watch a movie under the stars this summer.  
In addition to popcorn, hotdogs and drinks will be served. 

 The featured movie is “The Sandlot”, a great movie for the whole family! 
Bring your own lawn chair and sit back, relax and enjoy the show! 
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On September 28 and 29, both presbyteries of New Mexico, the Presbytery of Santa Fe and the 
Presbytery of Sierra Blanca, are meeting here at First Presbyterian Church to hear for the first 
time, and consider, the recommendations coming from the Joint Presbyteries Task Force.  
 
We are honored that the Rev. Joan Gray, Moderator of our whole denomination, PC(USA), will be 
here to participate in these meetings and she will preach at our worship service on Friday eve-
ning.  
 
There will be a dinner in the courtyard on Friday evening which Don Rhodes and the In-
Betweeners are organizing. You are welcome to come to participate. After dinner there will be a 
special worship service in our sanctuary with wonderful music and we will celebrate Communion 
together after Rev. Gray’s sermon. On Saturday there will be several meetings which you can 
observe as a guest. There will be a time for prayer and worship after lunch before our guests 
return home.  
 
Elders Mary Kammann and Joyce Gemoets are working with our CE Program Coordinator, Tracy 
Geiger, and other staff  to plan and coordinate the logistics of this event. We will need lots of 
volunteers to do lots of different jobs and there are many opportunities for all of  us to share in 
this ministry of hospitality. You may be called upon to assist with the planning and work of this 
gathering. I urge you to think about how you would like to participate and call the church office, 
526-5559, if  you are able to serve in any way. You will be hearing a lot more about this at the 
time draws nearer and I ask you to pray for these upcoming meetings and the decisions the 
Presbyteries will be making.  
 
May God continue to bless us as we seek to be faithful and useful in 
 fulfilling our shared mission.  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Norm 

Your Help is Needed! 

LLLLet us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper et us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper et us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper et us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 

time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as as as as 

we have owe have owe have owe have opppppopopoporrrrttttuuuunity, let us do good to all people, enity, let us do good to all people, enity, let us do good to all people, enity, let us do good to all people, essssppppeeeecially cially cially cially 

to those who bto those who bto those who bto those who beeeelong to the family of believers.long to the family of believers.long to the family of believers.long to the family of believers.    

Galatians 6: 9, 10Galatians 6: 9, 10Galatians 6: 9, 10Galatians 6: 9, 10    
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              Rev. Norm Story, Pastor 

“The Good News” Deadline 
 

Please note that the deadline for 
the next issue is  September 25. 
Please e-mail your submissions to 
betsy520@comcast.net, or drop a 

hard copy at the church office. Thanks! 

Back to the BeginningBack to the BeginningBack to the BeginningBack to the Beginning    
By Debra Smith 

 
 

I admit it, I’m a back to school junkie.   
 

Every year of my life that I can recall, I have relished the newness, the freshness of a new school year.  
 Tablets of crisp, white paper, sharp new pencils with untouched erasers, books waiting to be read . . . 
they bring a thrill to my heart. 
 

But it is also true that some of the joy of a new school year is due to the ‘back to’ part.  The sameness 
and familiarity of old routines is comforting and reassuring even as the thrill of new possibilities  
tantalizes me. 
 
Any time I find myself longing for new horizons and fresh adventures, I am also drawn back. 
Back to basics, back to nature, back to the beginning . . . 
Which brings me back to God, the ultimate ‘back to school’ experience.   
God the same yesterday, today, forever.   
God the Rock, unchanging, immovable, eternal.    
No matter what happens, God will always be God. 
 

And yet, God is forever fresh, forever new,  
Invigorating, challenging, calling us to new possibilities.   
He is ever surprising, never predictable, constantly amazing.   
Unfathomable, mysterious, incomprehensible. 
 

Let’s do it.  Let’s go back to God together.  It will be as exciting and familiar as the first day of school. 
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
John 1:1 
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