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By Pastor Norm 
 

"Here I Am" 
 

By my count, the phrase, "Here I am" appears twenty-seven times in the Bible. Generally it is 
when God is calling someone to some form of ministry or useful service, and they are willing to 
obey. Throughout our lives as growing Christians, God calls us to various forms of service for 

which we are uniquely equipped.  That is how God has chosen to accomplish his mission, pur-
pose and will.  Our faithful participation is one of the ways that God builds Christian character, 

forbearance and a more Christ-like nature in us.  Read the words of this popular hymn and  
consider what God might be saying to you. 

 
Here I Am, Lord   

Words and Music by Daniel L Schutte 
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.  
All who dwell in darkest sin, my hand will save.  

 I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.  
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?  

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.  

 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.  

I have wept for love of them. They turn away.  
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.  

I will speak my words to them. Whom shall I send?  
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.  

 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will send the poor and lame.  

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.  
Finest bread I will provide, 'til their hearts be satisfied.  

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?  
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.  

 
 



HHHHappy Birthday to our appy Birthday to our appy Birthday to our appy Birthday to our     
    August Honorees!    August Honorees!    August Honorees!    August Honorees! 
 
Aug 1    Cheri McMillan  
Aug 2   Arnold McMillan 
Aug 2   Jeremy Borchert 
Aug 3   Richard Jones 
Aug 4   Nancy Cox 
Aug 6   Gerald Carson 
Aug 6   Quentin Ford 
Aug 7   Scotty Burns 
Aug 7   Margaret Burr 
Aug 7   Prisca Heubo 
Aug 8   Austin Foos 
Aug 9   Marian Pelking 
Aug 9   Evelyn Horst 
Aug 10  Kathy Davis 
Aug 10  Marianne Maley 
Aug 13  Melissa Ludwig 
Aug 17  Paul Vaughan 
Aug 19  Carol Carson 
Aug 19  John Grant 
Aug 19  Elinor Mummaw 
Aug 20  Kathi Becker 
Aug 20  Ralph Miller 
Aug 24  Eric Burnham 
Aug 25  Eleanor Cox 
Aug 25  Weslie Garcia 
Aug 26  Dinah Jentgen 
Aug 27  Margaret Faircloth 
Aug 27 Janet Loman 
Aug 27  Harry Topley 
Aug 28  Ange Nganou 
Aug 29  Newton Cox 
Aug 29  John LaVerne 
Aug 29  Susan  Sullivan 
Aug 30  James Duitman 
Aug 30  Pam Newby 
Aug 30  Parker Temple 
Aug 31  Heather Tucker 
 Please call the office with any cor-
rections or additions. 

                     Congratulations on your              
                     Wedding Anniversary! 
                                                                                  

          Aug 1  Mel & Sunny Parish   43 years 
     Aug 2  Wayne & Marianne Maley   48 years 
       Aug 3  Archie & Mary Beckett  55 years 
          Aug 6  Jean & Michelle Nganou  3 years 
           Aug 7 James & Carissa Rood  8 years 
          Aug 11 Alex & Marjorie Burr  45 years 
      Aug 15  Jerry & Margaret Swaim  43 years  
                Aug 20  John & Melanie Grant 
           Aug 24  Newton & Ellie Cox   56 years 
          Aug 31 Mike & Bonnie Bekisz  17 years 
               

If we have omitted your anniversary, we probably don’t have 
it in our records. Call the church office or email Betsy at 
betsy520@comcast.net to have it added.   
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Our Church Family Grows! 

 
We have a new member, Florence Hamilton,  

received by the congregation on July 22.  
Florence has been worshiping with us for 5 

years and was a former member of  
Westminster Presbyterian in Roswell. 

 
We also have a new baby in our congregation. 
Little Yannick Heubo was born on June 16th to 

proud parents, Olivier and Prisca. 
 

Welcome to our new  
church family members! 
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Pasos de Fe – Steps of Faith 
A summer report from Las Cruces Hispanic Ministries 

 
Many in our Sierra Blanca Presbytery are acquainted with our border ministries ef-
forts conducted through the bi-national Pasos de Fe. Leadership for this ministry 

comes from both Tres Rios and Sierra Blanca Presbyteries. Presently, our Sierra Blanca mem-
bers on the board are Pastor Wayne Hawkins and Mrs. Viola Johnson. Your continued prayers 
are sought for the effective work along the border. Here’s a reminder of the work: 
 

Article Three: We, citizens of Mexico and the United States, believers in the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ over all people and all nations, have organized to work in a coordinated effort for the 
spiritual and material well-being of those inhabiting the border regions of Chihuahua Presbytery 
of the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico as well as Tres Rios and Sierra Blanca presby-
teries of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 

The Corporation, operating within the parameters established in the by-laws of Presbyterian 
Border Ministry, espouses the twofold purpose of (1) supporting local churches as they engage 
in holistic evangelism in border communities and (2) facilitating reciprocal bi-national ministries 
between the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
within the bounds of Tres Rios and Sierra Blanca presbyteries in the United States and the state 
of Chihuahua in Mexico. 
 
As Pasos de Fe facilitates the visiting of church groups at various Ciudad Juarez churches  
during the summer, and as our U.S.A. representatives and Mexican colleagues work to clarify 
 and strengthen bonds of fellowship and ministry, keep them all in your thoughts and prayers. 
 Perhaps now, more than ever, this work is essential to our stewardship and support. 

Presbyterian Women in Action 
 

African mission hospitals will be receiving 15 sheets, 12 thermal blankets, 20 baby blankets 
and 3 baby gowns.  A big Thank You to all PW members who made donations and sewed 
blankets.  A special thanks goes to Lillie Fitzhugh, Sharon Rooney, Linda Pear-
son and Janet McPherson.  Betsy Holt and Jean O’Neill packed 3 boxes for 
mailing.A monetary contribution will be made later to Presbyterian Women 
Together in Service to enable these hospitals to buy supplies locally. 

You are Invited to a Vocal Recital 
 

Kelly Temple, our choir director here at First Pres, will have  
a vocal recital in the sanctuary on Saturday, August 4th  

at 11:00 am. A small reception will follow. 
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This adult Sunday class is meeting at 9:00 am in the Jones Hall library.  
Led by Blaine Goss, the class takes an in-depth look at the original 12 

apostles. The class will continue through August.  
Bring your Bible and join us! 

 

 The Salt & Light Co. is Gearing Up for Fall! 
 

Our Wednesday after-school ministry for children and 
teens, age 4 through high school, will resume on Septem-
ber 7th.  As we plan to begin the fall semester, volunteers 
are needed in several areas, so please call Tracy or leave 
a message at the church office, 526-5559, to learn how 
you can help in this vital and growing ministry of Chris-
tian education and outreach.  Our annual Sunday Dinner 
is planned to follow Worship on August 26th, so plan to 
have a fine meal, make a donation to Salt & 
Light and support the ministry with your 
presence. 

“Agents in Action” 
 

This summer Sunday 
school program for 

preschoolers and ele-
mentary children has 
been well attended 

and will  
extend through  
the Labor Day  

weekend. 

Congregational  
Meeting 

 

The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for August 5 to receive the report of the Nominating 
Committee. The committee has nominated several individuals to fill in vacancies as well as a slate of 
Elders and Deacons for the upcoming term starting in 2008. The meeting will take place immediately 

after worship in the sanctuary. 

Summer FellowshipSummer FellowshipSummer FellowshipSummer Fellowship    
Jennie Curry Circle will meet on Thursday, August 16 at 6:30 
for a salad potluck dinner at Betsy Holt’s home. This group of women,  
from mid-twenties and up, meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month for  
Bible study and new members are always welcome. 
For more info, call Betsy at 523-9243 or Kathy Story at 523-2703. 
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DDDDoug and Sherry  Barron of Campus Crusade for Christ (CCC) oug and Sherry  Barron of Campus Crusade for Christ (CCC) oug and Sherry  Barron of Campus Crusade for Christ (CCC) oug and Sherry  Barron of Campus Crusade for Christ (CCC) are 
this month's featured missionary couple.  First Presbyterian has been providing fi-
nancial support to Doug and Sherry since 1995. 

 
Doug grew up here in Las Cruces. After serving in the US Air Force, Doug worked for CCC for three 
years in Colombia.   He later earned BS and MS degrees in psychology from Christian Heritage College 
and California State University at Long Beach.  Sherry grew up in Willmar, Minnesota.  She earned BS 
and MS degrees in education from Mankato State University and San Diego State.  Sherry joined CCC 
right out of college and served for four years in Swaziland. 
 
Doug and Sherry first met at a training course for overseas missionaries and married five years later, in 
1981.  Doug became the Distribution Coordinator for CCC's "Jesus film" project for Latin America.  The 
film is an extremely effective tool for spreading the Gospel, especially in remote areas where people may 
never have heard anything about the Lord.   Sherry also worked with CCC, specifically teaching foreign-
ers how to teach English.  During this period, Doug and Sherry traveled extensively for CCC -- Doug to 
Latin America and the Caribbean, and Sherry to Asia, the Middle East and Africa  
 
In May 2004, Doug and Sherry moved to Orlando, Florida, in order to be in place when CCC moved its 
Headquarters there.  There, Doug became the Assistant to the CCC's Vice President for the Americas.  
Basically, Doug is involved in training Latin American Christians to go out as effective, self-supporting 
missionaries in other areas of the world, including Africa.  This position is extremely challenging.  For 
well over 150 years, churches in Latin America have depended almost entirely on receiving financial sup-
port from the U.S.   Doug's task is nothing less than changing the entire mindset and convincing the pro-
spective Latin American missionaries that they can and must obtain financial support from Christians in 
their own countries, and then go out and spread the Gospel in other lands.  Doug has maintained his  
grueling travel schedule throughout Latin America, and most recently to Korea, in order to fulfill this 
mission. 
 
Sherry hasn't let any grass grow under her feet, either.  After  traveling to Sweden and to West Africa 
with the Jesus Film Project, she transferred to a new position in the same office where Doug works.  
Apart from their work for CCC, they are active in Discovery Church, a non-denominational church which  
has over 4,500 members.  Sherry is the director of the church's educational program from nursery through 
fifth grade and also volunteers for an organization which helps unwed teenage mothers.  In June, Doug 
and Sherry traveled to the Dominican Republic to minister to Haitian immigrants in that country. 
 
Doug and Sherry have one son, Andy, born in 1983.  Andy graduated from Biola and is now a graphic 
designer, videographer and photographer for the pop band "Switchfoot."   He also just finished writing 
and publishing a book about the band. 
 
During their careers with Campus Crusade for Christ, Doug and Sherry Barron have dedicated their lives 
to fulfilling the Great Commission.  It is a pleasure and privilege for our church to support their ministry.  
 
 
 

Partners in Foreign Mission 
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Bells of Praise 
 

Starting rehearsals 
on Monday, August 
13  at 7:00 pm in the 

sanctuary 
 

New members are welcome 
as we make beautiful music 
for our worship services! 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!!  
 
It has been noted that a few of  our  little ones in the infant/toddler room have not always 
been too happy. There was no rocker to rock a little one, or a stroller to push one to a con-
tented state or any of  the exersaucer toys in which a little one who is not yet walking can 
sit and spin around and play happily with several entertaining toy items. Simple hand held 
noise makers for the very young were also lacking. 
 

What to do? A notice was put in the Sunday Bulletin for a few Sundays and low and be-
hold all of  our needs were beautifully met!  
 

A big thank you to Debra Smith, Barbara Roegge, Beth Borchert -Thomas, Judy Wood 
and an unidentified donor who put an exercise unit in the classroom last Sunday. A beauti-
ful folding rocking chair, a stroller, two exersaucer units and a Bee Bop Band (drum with 
several simple and quiet noisemakers inside) are now in the classroom. What fun for all 
our contented little ones.  
Beverly Briggs  
Sunday School Superintendent  

It’s Game Night! 
 

The In-Betweeners will meet on Friday, August 24 at Charlie and Nora Yaryans, 5260 Mimosa 
Lane, south of Mesilla Park. We will have a potluck dinner followed by games and/or visiting. 
Everyone is asked to bring their own meat for grilling, plus a side dish or dessert to share. Bev-
erages and table settings will be provided by the Yaryans. Due to vacation and travel plans for 

the past few months we have not had a regular meeting. Thanks to the Yaryans, 
we can get together again this month. Hope to see you there!! For more informa-
tion and to let us know that you are coming and what you will be bringing, call 

the Yaryans at 527-0528 or the Rhodes at 382-9098. 

A Choir Party 
 

If you are in the Chancel choir or would like to be,  
join us for a potluck dinner to start out a new year  

of praising the Lord through music! We’ll meet at the  
home of Lynn Jones, on Wed., August 15 at 6:30 pm. 
 Lynn will e-mail choir members with directions to her 
house. If you are new, call Lynn at 642-1345. Please  

bring your spouse and a dish to share.  
 

Choir rehearsals will resume on  
Wednesday, August 22 at 7:00 



The Good News 
Is a publication of 

 

First Presbyterian ChurchFirst Presbyterian ChurchFirst Presbyterian ChurchFirst Presbyterian Church    
200 East Boutz Rd. 

Las Cruces, NM 88005 
 

505.526.5559 
fpc1@zianet.com 

 

              Rev. Norm Story, Pastor 

A man of knowledge uses words with 
 restraint, and a man of understanding  

is even-tempered.   
Proverbs 17:27 

“The Good News” Deadline 
Please note that the deadline for the next 
issue is  August 25. Please e-mail your sub-
missions to betsy520@comcast.net, or drop 
a hard copy at the church office. Thanks! 

 
Congregational Spotlight on. . . 
Ebenezer Tumban 
 
Ebenezer Tumban is one of the Cameroonian students that attend First Pres-
byterian Church.  He is a Ph.D. candidate at NMSU where his course of study 
is Molecular Biology.  When he completes his Ph.D. he would like to do re-
search in the biotech or biomedical field.  
 
 Ebenezer comes from the small village of Big Babanki in Cameroon.  He is the youngest of eight 
children.  A lifelong Presbyterian, he joined First Presbyterian Church in 2003 when he arrived in 
Las Cruces to begin his studies.  Ebenezer has served FPC as a Deacon and played one of the 
apostles in the FPC Lenten production of “The Living Last Supper”. 
 
Ebenezer spends his free time playing volleyball and soccer and he also enjoys watching Ameri-
can television and movies.  Ebenezer likes our church family very much. He says that he is very 
comfortable at FPC and he would like to see the youth more involved in the church. 
 
We’re blessed to have Ebenezer as a part of our church family! 

Movies in the Courtyard—Fridays at 8:00 pm 
 

Come see a movie under the stars in August. It’s a great way to entertain the whole 
family, and get free popcorn, too! Just bring a chair or blanket and settle down for a  

relaxing evening! 
 

Aug 3   “Because of Winn Dixie”                                    Aug 24  “The King and I” 
          Aug 10  “Shrek 2”                                                         Aug 31   “Fly Away Home” 
          Aug 17  “Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang” 
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