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The Straight Story 

By Pastor Norm 
 

Once, during a huge earthquake, a man noticed his neighbor out in his yard calmly looking 
up at the sky. Curious, he crawled along the shaking and trembling ground toward his unruf-
fled neighbor. As he approached, he called out, "Don't you know that this is an earthquake? 
Don't you feel the danger? Aren't you afraid?" 
 
His neighbor replied, "I was afraid. In fact, I was terrified as I felt the earth tremble and 
watched the shaking all around me. Then I happened to look up. I noticed that bright star up 
there. See, nothing in the sky is moving at all. So as long as I am looking up, I am no longer 
afraid." 
 
This world gives us reason and cause for feeling uncertain and fearful. Sometimes the 
stories we read in the newspapers or the things we see on the evening news suggest that  
forces beyond control are shaking the world. Even in our own families, among our closest 
friends, things that we once thought stable may be in flux. We feel tempted to look down at 
life's disorder and danger, and cringe with doubt. If we are not careful, the future may seem 
to be a fearful and dangerous place beyond God’s power to heal and transform. 
We foster and feed our fear when we foolishly focus on life's potential problems. It can be 
difficult to perceive God's ever present grace if our attention is concentrated on life's obsta-
cles and uncertainties.  
 
However, there is another choice. We can look up. We can fix our minds and hearts on the 
One who is "the same today, yesterday and for ever." Our God, who loves us, does not ever 
change. 
 
Are you familiar with these lines from Helen Lemmel's poem? 
 
Turn your eyes upon JesusTurn your eyes upon JesusTurn your eyes upon JesusTurn your eyes upon Jesus 
Look full in His wonderful faceLook full in His wonderful faceLook full in His wonderful faceLook full in His wonderful face 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dimAnd the things of earth will grow strangely dimAnd the things of earth will grow strangely dimAnd the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In In In In the light of His glory and grace.the light of His glory and grace.the light of His glory and grace.the light of His glory and grace. 
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The month of May was  
somewhat crazy for the 
Focal Point Ministry. 
We met some of the 
time and other times 
we didn’t. This inconsis-
tency in meeting is go-
ing to go by the way-
side this coming sum-
mer. Keep an eye out 
for letters and post-
cards as well as check-
ing in with Travis at the 
church office for up-
coming events! 

 

Mission Trip with  
          Casas Por Cristo  
 
Once again we are going to be 
heading to Juarez, Mexico, to 
build a single family house. 
 We would appreciate your 

prayers and support while we 
serve our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. This is an amazing 

trip for all of those who partici-
pate. This trip will be headed 
up by Matt Holt once again, 

thanks Matt. We are planning a 
meet and greet for all of those 
who are participating, as well 
as those that just wish to come 

have dinner on the 10th of June, 
at Matt’s house. If you are  
going to attend please call 

Travis @ 571-7380 so we can 
have enough food! 

School ending it marks the beginning of the planning and prepara-
tion for Vacation Bible School. After last years great success, it is go-
ing to be hard to top, so we need as many student volunteers to 
help out as possible. The dates are July 9th-13th. We may need 
help prior to this ,so please, if any students are available please let 
Travis know @ 571-7380. 

We Need Student Volunteers !  

Get ready for       
Camping  

•We are going camping the 23rd 
and 24th of  June. 

• If any of you students see Steve 
Loman, please tell him thank 
you as he is taking his boat out 
for us 

•We are going to begin planning 
a menu,  activities and Bible 
study so if anyone has any re-
quests please call Travis @ 
571-7380 

May In Review 

Focal Point Ministries 

 
With the end of the school year now upon us, it is time for the Focal Point Ministries to close out the  
semester strong and start the summer with a bang. We would like to thank Oscar Avalos for his teaching 
and guidance of these wonderful young people. We wish him well on his journey to Colorado.   
 

Our first activity for the summer will be hosting a missions group from Colorado on June 2.  Focal Point 
youth will be present when they arrive that night, and will be here Sunday the 3rd of June to fellowship and 
eat breakfast with the group.  
 

Next, a group of about 17 (12 youth and 5 adults) will travel to Juarez, June 11—15 on a mission trip  
(see below). 
 
 

Our final event for June is going to be a camping and fishing trip to Elephant Butte Lake. We would  
like to thank Steve Loman for his support and the use of his boat for this event.  We are hoping to have a 
great turnout for this event, with a great devotional to take place around the camp fire and great fellowship 
to take place over that weekend.  
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During Bible study in May we fin-
ished “Next Time I Fall in Love” , 
about what God tells us about re-
lationships.  We also learned 
about how to use our conscience 
to tell right from wrong.  On the 
16th we talked 
about priorities 
and making time 
for God. 

The Mother’s 
Day plant sale 
was very successful and the 
whole congregation enjoyed 
learning about everyone’s 
mothers in the Mother’s Hall 
of Fame. 
On May 31st we will be having 
a Pool party at 
Olivia’s House 
From 11-2. This 
will be a time to 
hang out and have 
fun since school 
will be out. Also we will be 
hanging out with Travis, our 
New Youth Director on that 
Day! 
THTHTHTHERE WILL BE RIPTIDE ERE WILL BE RIPTIDE ERE WILL BE RIPTIDE ERE WILL BE RIPTIDE ON ON ON ON 
WEDNESDAY THE 30TH WEDNESDAY THE 30TH WEDNESDAY THE 30TH WEDNESDAY THE 30TH OF MAY OF MAY OF MAY OF MAY 

 
June is going to be 
an exciting month! 
There is going to be 
riptide every 
Wednesday night 
from 6-8 at the 
church throughout 
the month except for the 20th of June 
while the group is in Gunnison. 
              

ARE YOU READY? The time to 
leave for “The Great Escape” in 
Gunnison Colorado is Near. We will 
be leaving on June the 16th. We are 
going to have a blast, Whitewater 
rafting, shopping and spending 
time together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Travis will not be at 
Riptide on June the 
5th or June the 13th 
but will be back to 
head to Gunnison 
as well as teach the 
bible lesson on 
Wednesday the 
27th. If you need to 

contact Travis he can be reached on his cell 
phone @ (505)-571-7380. 

JUNE ACTIVITIES 

• Please get your Great 
Escape tuition and per-
mission slips turned in 
to Tracy.  We need the 
permission slips ASAP! 

 

MAY HIGHLIGHTS 

Please call Travis, Randy 
or Cindy at anytime for 
more information. 
Travis: 571-7380 
Randy: 649-0521   
Cindy 524-4714 

June Fundraiser 
 

There will not be a Fund-
raiser in the month of June 
but look out for information 

on July’s fundraiser! 

June Birthdays 
Kristina Decker  

June 8th 
Casey Groen 

June 21st 
 

Happy Birthday! 

Riptide Mid-school Newsletter 
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Happy Birthday to our Happy Birthday to our Happy Birthday to our Happy Birthday to our     
June Honorees!June Honorees!June Honorees!June Honorees! 
 
 
 
 
 
June 1    A.B. Conrad 
June 3   Thomas Burnham 
June 5   Jim Parks 
June 6   Judith Wood 
June 8   Richard Dale 
June 8  Kristina Decker 
June 11  Michael Petersen 
June 18 Carissa Brealey-Rood 
June 18   William Gould 
June 21  Casey Groen 
June 24  Jasey Loman 
June 24   Barry Prahl 
June 24   Shirley McDowell 
June 25   Ariana Garcia 
June 25   Norma Klein 
June 28   Leroy Foll 
June 28  James Pollock 
June 30   Melanie Grant 
 
 Please call the office with any 
corrections or additions. 

                     Congratulations on  

                   Your Wedding Anniversary! 

 
 

         June 1  Barry & Tammy Prahl  22 years 
          June 2  Clyde & Juanita Treat  51 years                          
          June 3  Megan and Jason Cain  1 year 
       June 5  James & Barbara Pollock  53 years                           
June 8   Eric & Mariesther Burnham 24 years 
        June 10  Robert & Floris Taylor  58 years         
June 16  Robert & Janet McPherson  51 years 
       June 20   Jon & Brandi Gorzeman   9 years 
               

If we have omitted your anniversary, we probably don’t 
have it in our records. Call the church office to get it 
added so your church friends can  congratulate you on 
your special day! 

Big Thanks Go To: 
 

Randy & Cindy Farmer for helping us to honor our 
mothers in the Mothers Hall of Fame 
 

Bonnie Bekisz for her many hours coordinating our 
new Church Photo Directory 

Movie Night is Here! 
 

Our first outdoor movie of the summer will be on Friday, June 1, in the courtyard.  
Come around 8:00, bring your lawn chairs or blankets, grab a bag of popcorn and settle in to 
enjoy a movie under the stars. Movies will be shown every Friday throughout the summer.  

The movies are brought to you by the Christian Ed and Congregational Life Ministry Teams. 
Our first movie will be “Night at the Museum”. It’s about a newly recruited night security guard 

at the Museum of Natural History who discovers the ancient curse that causes the animals 
and exhibits on display to come to life! Rated PG 

Call Tracy or Scotty at the church for the complete movie schedule. 

See you there! 
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New Sunday Morning Class 

“God’s Answers to Life’s  Difficult Questions” 
Led by Gary Gemoets 

Beginning Sunday, June 3 at 9:15 
 

This class will use the book “God’s Answers to Life’s Difficult Questions" by Rick Warren,  
 

Here’s an example of the study, using Chapter 10 -  “How Did I get Myself Into This Mess” - a study 
on Samson. Bible reference: Judges 13-16, 
Samson typified 3 of the most common ways that we bring troubles on ourselves.  If we can identify 
these 3 traps, we can work out our current problems and avoid some problems in the future. 
 

               Trap 1.  Not learning from our mistakes.  Samson didn't do this very well. He would play with 
temptation until he finally got burned.  We, unfortunately, tend to do the same, often. 

 

               Trap 2.  Choosing our friends.  Samson chose to fraternize with his  peoples’ enemies,  
the Philistines.  Who are you associating with?  If you want to soar with the eagles,  

you can't run with the turkeys. 
 

              Trap 3.  Not taking God seriously.  Samson turned to God only at the end.   
Do  we tend to do the same, wait until we are in a fix before turning to God? 

 

The good news is - God never gives up on us, even when we give up on  ourselves.  Samson is in God's 
Hall of Fame (Heb 11) because God can take a person who is a total failure in different areas of his 
life and still use him for good and great things.  God also uses us ordinary people who have imperfec-
tions and weaknesses and may have even failed in a big way. 
 

Come to this course.  Seek and find Biblical approaches to life's difficult questions. 

 

 Children’s Summer Sunday School 
9:00 am in the Temple in Reeves Hall 

 
This summer we are offering a multi-age Sunday School program for all children pre-school 
through elementary using Group Publishing’s curriculum “Agents in Action”. The focus is on being 
sure children understand that they can choose how to act and how to react to others, and on ap-
plying Biblical principles to everyday life. Crafts, music and snacks are also being planned to make 
summer Sunday School a fun experience 
 

June 3   “Choosing to Get Along with my Family” 
June 10  “Choosing to Get Along with Others” 

June 17  “Choosing to be Honest” 
June 24  “Choosing to Trust God” 



C. E. Intern Report 
By Scotty Burns 

         
I am currently engaged in many projects as 
the new intern at FPC.  I’m working with the 
Children’s Garden and will begin weekly les-
sons every Thursday throughout the sum-
mer. All age groups will participate and will 
have lessons from the books of Ruth, Daniel 
and on the topic of friendship. We will also 
be having 2 parent’s day off events for those 
who have young kids here at the church, one 
in June and one in August (exact dates and 
times to come). Vacation Bible School will 
be July 9—13 and we are hoping to have 
over 100 kids this year to top our 92 kids 
we had last year. Volunteers are still needed, 
so if you would like to help please contact 
me as soon as possible so we can add you 
to our planning.  
 

  
Meet our New Youth Director 

 
A new Youth Director is on board here 
at  First Presbyterian Church.  
 

Travis Becker has taken over the  
reigns for our youth programs. He is 
currently a student at NMSU with one 
more year to go. He has been a part of 
the church for 15 years, has partici-
pated as a youth in our youth groups, 
and is filled with great ideas to now 
lead this ministry.  
 

If you would like to meet or talk with 
Travis, give him a call at the church 
office. His door is always open! 
 

Welcome, Travis! 

I myself would like to thank all the members of 
the congregation for giving me the opportunity 
to work here at the church over the summer.  
If anyone has any questions for me, or would 
like to know more about my ministry with the 
Children’s Garden, please feel free to come see 
me, or call me here at the church office.  
 

Riptide Ministry 
 

The Riptide Ministry is gearing up for what 
looks to be an exciting summer. They will 
continue to have regular meetings through-
out the summer with both Randy Farmer 
and Travis Becker teaching lessons. The 
Month of June is going to be an exciting 
and busy month or all of those involved 
with this ministry. From the 16th-22nd of 
June the students of Riptide along with 
Travis Becker, Randy and Cindy Farmer, 
Kelly and Greg Temple, will be venturing 
off to Gunnison Colorado for the Great Es-
cape Conference held there every summer. 
The students will enjoy a lineup of phe-
nomenal speakers, participate in service 
events as well as have some great fun 
whitewater rafting.  
The students will have the opportunity to 
meet other youth and learn and share about 
Christ. Riptide would like to thank both the 
Farmers and the Temples for their support 
of the ministry. When the students return 
from Gunnison they will begin to prepare 
to help with Vacation Bible School starting 
the second week of July. All of the partici-
pants and sponsors of Riptide would like to 
thank the congregation for their support 
throughout the year. 

June 2007 The Good News 
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How much better to get wisdom than How much better to get wisdom than How much better to get wisdom than How much better to get wisdom than 
gold, to chose understanding gold, to chose understanding gold, to chose understanding gold, to chose understanding     

rather than silver!rather than silver!rather than silver!rather than silver!    
Proverbs 16:16Proverbs 16:16Proverbs 16:16Proverbs 16:16    

“The Good News” Deadline 

Please note that the deadline for the next 
issue is  June 25. Please e-mail your sub-
missions to b_boop520@yahoo.com, or drop 
a hard copy at the church office. Thanks! 

 
Congregational Spotlight on. . . 
Clint Woodward 
 
Clint Woodward has been attending First Presbyterian Church since 
2002 when he was asked to be a section leader in the choir. He became 
a member in 2004.  
 

Clint is a student of the Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism Management 
program at NMSU. He plans to graduate in December 2008. This summer, Clint is partici-
pating in an internship at the Flying Star restaurant in Albuquerque. 
 

Clint is a hometown boy, being raised in Las Cruces where his grandfather owned the old 
Woodward Lumber Company. Both of his parents taught at NMSU. When Clint graduates, 
he doesn’t think he will stay here in Las Cruces. He has his sights set elsewhere.  
 

Clint’s passion is music, and he has been singing for about 12 years.  In his free time, Clint 
enjoys hanging out with friends or attending a concert. The two things that he is passionate 
about are the Barbershop Harmony Society and the Boy Scouts of America (Clint is an Ea-
gle Scout.) 
 

 We’re blessed to have such a fine young man in our church family! 

       Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us,  
        and establish the work of our hands. 
                                             Psalm 90:17 
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